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Private Security Industry Act 2001
2001 CHAPTER 12

Licensing functions of the Authority

7 Licensing criteria

(1) It shall be the duty of the Authority, before granting any licences, to prepare and
publish a document setting out—

(a) the criteria which it proposes to apply in determining whether or not to grant
a licence; and

(b) the criteria which it proposes to apply in exercising its powers under this Act
to revoke or modify a licence.

(2) The Authority may from time to time revise the document for the time being setting
out the criteria mentioned in subsection (1)(a) and (b); and, if it does so, it shall publish
the revised document.

(3) The criteria set out by the Authority under this section—
(a) shall include such criteria as the Authority considers appropriate for securing

that the persons who engage in licensable conduct are fit and proper persons
to engage in such conduct;

(b) may include such criteria as the Authority considers appropriate for securing
that those persons have the training and skills necessary to engage in the
conduct for which they are licensed; and

(c) may also include criteria relating to such other matters as the Authority thinks
fit.

(4) In setting out any criteria or revised criteria under this section the Authority may
provide for different criteria to apply—

(a) in relation to licences for different descriptions of licensable conduct; and
(b) in relation to the initial grant of a licence and in relation to a further grant to

the same licensee for the purpose of renewing an earlier licence.

(5) Criteria or revised criteria set out under this section shall not have effect for the
purposes of this Act unless the Secretary of State has approved them.
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[F1(5A) Before giving approval under subsection (5), the Secretary of State shall consult the
Scottish Ministers [F2and the Department of Justice].]

(6) The publication in accordance with this section of any document setting out any
criteria or revised criteria must be in such manner as the Authority considers
appropriate for bringing it to the attention of the persons likely to be affected by it.
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