These notes refer to the International Criminal Court Act
2001 (c.17) which received Royal Assent on 11 May 2001

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT ACT 2001

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 5: Offencesunder Domestic L aw

Section 56: Saving for general principles of liability

100. The Statute sets out certain genera principles of law to be followed by the ICC in its
proceedings. Although these are mostly similar to those applicable under the law of
England and Wales, there are some differences. Therefore, for consistency with other
partsof national criminal law,subsection (1) providesthat the domestic courtswill apply
the principles of the law of England and Walesin trying offences under this Part.

101.  Subsection (2) preserves existing enactments and rules in respect of the extraterritorial
application of offences and in respect of offences ancillary to offences under this Part.
For example, the provision for extraterritoria jurisdiction over grave breaches of the
Geneva Conventions, under the Geneva Conventions Act 1957, is unaffected. Existing
principles of secondary liability apply in relation to offences created under Part 5 of
the Act.
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