
Status: Point in time view as at 01/04/2009. This version of this provision has been superseded.
Changes to legislation: Tax Credits Act 2002, Section 19 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on
or before 06 September 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

Tax Credits Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 21

PART 1

TAX CREDITS

Decisions

19 Power to enquire

(1) The Board may enquire into—
(a) the entitlement of a person, or the joint entitlement of persons, to a tax credit

for a tax year, and
(b) the amount of the tax credit to which he was entitled, or they were jointly

entitled, for the tax year,
if they give notice to the person, or each of the persons, during the period allowed for
the initiation of an enquiry.

(2) As part of the enquiry the Board may by notice—
(a) require the person, or either or both of the persons, to provide any information

or evidence which the Board consider they may need for the purposes of the
enquiry, or

(b) require any person of a prescribed description to provide any information or
evidence of a prescribed description which the Board consider they may need
for those purposes,

by the date specified in the notice.

(3) On an enquiry the Board must decide—
(a) whether the person was entitled, or the persons were jointly entitled, to the

tax credit, and
(b) if so, the amount of the tax credit to which he was entitled, or they were jointly

entitled,
for the tax year.
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(4) The period allowed for the initiation of an enquiry is the period beginning immediately
after the relevant section 18 decision and ending—

(a) if the person, or either of the persons, to whom the enquiry relates is required
by section 8 of the Taxes Management Act 1970 (c. 9) to make a return, with
the day on which the return becomes final (or, if both of the persons are so
required and their returns become final on different days, with the later of
those days), or

(b) in any other case, one year after the beginning of the relevant section 17 date.

(5) “The relevant section 18 decision” means—
(a) in a case in which a decision must be made under subsection (6) of section 18

in relation to the person or persons and the tax year to which the enquiry
relates, that decision, and

(b) in any other case, the decision under subsection (1) of that section in relation
to the person or persons and that tax year.

(6) “The relevant section 17 date” means—
(a) in a case in which a statement may be made by the person or persons in

response to provision included by virtue of subsection (8) of section 17 in the
notice given to him or them under that section in relation to the tax year, the
date specified in the notice for the purposes of that subsection, and

(b) in any other case, the date specified for the purposes of subsection (4) of that
section in the notice given to him or them under that section in relation to the
tax year.

(7) A return becomes final—
(a) if it is enquired into under section 9A of the Taxes Management Act 1970

(c. 9), when the enquiries are completed (within the meaning of section 28A
of that Act), or

(b) otherwise, at the end of the period specified in subsection (2) of that section
in relation to the return.

(8) An enquiry is completed at the time when the Board give notice to the person or
persons of their decision under subsection (3); but if the Board give notice to the
persons at different times the enquiry is completed at the later of those times.

(9) The person, or either of the persons, to whom the enquiry relates may at any time
before such notice is given apply for a direction that the Board must give such a notice.

[F1(10) Any such application is to be subject to the relevant provisions of Part 5 of the Taxes
Management Act 1970 (see, in particular, section 48(2)(b) of that Act), and the tribunal
must give the direction applied for unless satisfied that the Board have reasonable
grounds for not making the decision or giving the notice.]

(11) Where the entitlement of a person, or the joint entitlement of persons, to a tax credit
for a tax year has been enquired into under this section, it is not to be the subject of
a further notice under subsection (1).

(12) Subject to section 20 and regulations under section 21 (and to any appeal), a decision
under subsection (3) in relation to a person or persons and a tax credit for a tax year is
conclusive as to the entitlement of the person, or the joint entitlement of the persons, to
the tax credit for the tax year and the amount of the tax credit to which he was entitled,
or they were jointly entitled, for the tax year.
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 19(10) substituted (1.4.2009) by The Transfer of Tribunal Functions and Revenue and Customs

Appeals Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/56), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 313

Commencement Information
I1 S. 19 wholly in force at 6.4.2003; s. 19 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 61; s. 19(2) in force for

certain purposes at 9.7.2002 and s. 19 in force in so far as not already in force at 6.4.2003 by S.I.
2002/1727, art. 2
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