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Proceeds of Crime Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 29

PART 4

CONFISCATION: NORTHERN IRELAND

Confiscation orders

159 Available amount

(1) For the purposes of deciding the recoverable amount, the available amount is the
aggregate of—

(a) the total of the values (at the time the confiscation order is made) of all the
free property then held by the defendant minus the total amount payable in
pursuance of obligations which then have priority, and

(b) the total of the values (at that time) of all tainted gifts.

(2) An obligation has priority if it is an obligation of the defendant—
(a) to pay an amount due in respect of a fine or other order of a court which was

imposed or made on conviction of an offence and at any time before the time
the confiscation order is made, or

(b) to pay a sum which would be included among the preferential debts if the
defendant’s bankruptcy had commenced on the date of the confiscation order
or his winding up had been ordered on that date.

(3) “Preferential debts” has the meaning given by Article 346 of the Insolvency (Northern
Ireland) Order 1989 (S.I. 1989/2405 (N.I. 19)).

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 4 applied by S.I. 1989/1341 (N.I. 12), arts. 57(5B), 59(8B) (as substituted (24.3.2003) by Proceeds

of Crime Act 2002 (c. 29), Supreme Court s. 458(1), Sch. 11 para. 19(2)(3); S.I. 2003/333, art. 2, Sch.)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/29/part/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1989/1341
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1989/1341/article/57/5B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1989/1341/article/59/8B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/29
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/29
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/333
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/333/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/333/schedule


2 Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (c. 29)
Part 4 – Confiscation: Northern Ireland

Document Generated: 2024-06-26
Status: Point in time view as at 24/03/2003.

Changes to legislation: Proceeds of Crime Act 2002, Section 159 is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 26 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that

have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

Commencement Information
I1 S. 159 in force at 24.3.2003 by S.I. 2003/333, art. 2, Sch.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/333
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/333/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/333/schedule


Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (c. 29)
Document Generated: 2024-06-26

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 24/03/2003.

Changes to legislation: 
Proceeds of Crime Act 2002, Section 159 is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 26 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date.
Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


