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Finance Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 14

PART 4

STAMP DUTY LAND TAX

Land transactions

[F144A Contract providing for conveyance to third party

(1) This section applies where a contract is entered into under which a chargeable interest
is to be conveyed by one party to the contract (A) at the direction or request of the
other (B)—

(a) to a person (C) who is not a party to the contract, or
(b) either to such a person or to B.

(2) B is not regarded as entering into a land transaction by reason of entering into the
contract, but the following provisions have effect.

(3) If the contract is substantially performed B is treated for the purposes of this Part as
acquiring a chargeable interest, and accordingly as entering into a land transaction.

The effective date of the transaction is when the contract is substantially performed.

(4) Where the contract is (to any extent) afterwards rescinded or annulled, or is for any
other reason not carried into effect, the tax paid by virtue of subsection (3) shall (to
that extent) be repaid by the Inland Revenue.

Repayment must be claimed by amendment of the land transaction return made in
respect of the contract.

(5) Subject to subsection (6), section 44 (contract and conveyance) does not apply (except
so far as it defines “substantial performance”) in relation to the contract.

(6) Where—
(a) this section applies by virtue of subsection (1)(b), and



2 Finance Act 2003 (c. 14)
Part 4 – Stamp duty land tax

Document Generated: 2024-06-18
Changes to legislation: Finance Act 2003, Section 44A is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or

before 18 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(b) by reason of B’s direction or request, A becomes obliged to convey a
chargeable interest to B,

section 44 applies to that obligation as it applies to a contract for a land transaction
that is to be completed by a conveyance.

(7) Section 44 applies in relation to any contract between B and C, in respect of the
chargeable interest referred to in subsection (1) above, that is to be completed by a
conveyance.

References to completion in that section, as it so applies, include references to
conveyance by A to C of the subject matter of the contract between B and C.

(8) In this section “contract” includes any agreement and “conveyance” includes any
instrument.]
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