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Railways and Transport Safety Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 20

PART 4

SHIPPING: ALCOHOL AND DRUGS

Enforcement

84 Detention pending arrival of police

(1) A marine official may detain a ship if he reasonably suspects that a person who is or
may be on board the ship—

(a) is committing an offence under section 78, 79 or 80, or
(b) has committed an offence under section 78, 79 or 80.

(2) The power of detention under subsection (1)—
(a) is conditional upon the marine official making a request, either before the

detention or as soon as possible after its commencement, for a constable in
uniform to attend, and

(b) lapses when a constable in uniform has decided whether or not to exercise
a power by virtue of section 83 and has informed the marine official of his
decision.

(3) In this section “marine official” means—
(a) a harbour master, or an assistant of a harbour master, appointed by a harbour

authority,
(b) a person listed in section 284(1)(a) to (d) of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995

(c. 21)(detention of ship), and
(c) a person falling within a class designated by order of the Secretary of State.

(4) In construing section 284(1)(b) of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995 (detention by
person authorised by Secretary of State) for the purpose of subsection (3)(b) above,
the reference to authorisation to exercise powers under that section shall be taken as
a reference—
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(a) to general authorisation to exercise powers under that section, and
(b) to general or particular authorisation to exercise powers under this section.
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