These notes refer to the Crime (International Co-operation) Act
2003 (c.32) which received Royal Assent on 30 October 2003

CRIME (INTERNATIONAL
CO-OPERATION) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 1: Mutual Assistancein Criminal Matters
Chapter 4: Information about Banking Transactions

Section 42: Offence of disclosure

101. This section creates crimina offences in relation to the unlawful disclosure of
information. The purpose of the section is to ensure that financial institutions do not
inform their customers of any requests for customer or account information, or that
an investigation is being carried out, or that information has been passed on by the
financial institution. A financial institution, or an employeeof theinstitution, isguilty of
an offenceif it (or, asthe case may be, the employee) discloses the types of information
specified in subsection (3), and subsections (4) and (5) provide for the penalties which
may be imposed if such an offence is committed.
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