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CRIME (INTERNATIONAL

CO-OPERATION) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3: Road Traffic

Chapter 1: Convention on Driving Disqualifications

Section 55: Duty to give notice to foreign authorities of driving disqualification of a
non-UK resident

122. This section places a duty on the appropriate Minister (the Secretary of State in Great
Britain or the Department of the Environment in Northern Ireland) in the circumstances
specified in the previous section to notify a driving disqualification to the authorities
in the Member State where the offender is normally resident. The notice must include
information required by the Convention to allow the central authority to locate the
offender, together with details of the offence and the order made against him. The
appropriate Minister is also required to provide evidence that an offender who did not
take part in the proceedings was properly notified of them. This will usually have been
by way of a summons and subject to the normal conditions of service. Under Article 6(1)
(e) of the Convention, the State of residence must refuse to recognise a disqualification
if it considers that the person concerned did not have an adequate opportunity to defend
himself. If the period of disqualification is reduced or removed by a court subsequent
to the appropriate Minister sending his notification, he must also inform the central
authority.
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