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Crime (International Co-
operation) Act 2003

2003 CHAPTER 32

PART 1

MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS

CHAPTER 1

MUTUAL SERVICE OF PROCESS ETC.

Service of overseas process in the UK

VALID FROM 26/04/2004

1 Service of overseas process

(1) The power conferred by subsection (3) is exercisable where the Secretary of State
receives any process or other document to which this section applies from the
government of, or other authority in, a country outside the United Kingdom, together
with a request for the process or document to be served on a person in the United
Kingdom.

(2) This section applies—
(a) to any process issued or made in that country for the purposes of criminal

proceedings,
(b) to any document issued or made by an administrative authority in that

country in administrative proceedings,
(c) to any process issued or made for the purposes of any proceedings on an

appeal before a court in that country against a decision in administrative
proceedings,



2 Crime (International Co-operation) Act 2003 (c. 32)
Part 1 – Mutual assistance in criminal matters

Chapter 1 – Mutual service of process etc.
Document Generated: 2024-09-15

Status: Point in time view as at 30/10/2003. This version of this provision is not valid for this point in time.
Changes to legislation: Crime (International Co-operation) Act 2003, Section 1 is up to date with all changes known to
be in force on or before 15 September 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes

that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

(d) to any document issued or made by an authority in that country for the
purposes of clemency proceedings.

(3) The Secretary of State may cause the process or document to be served by post or,
if the request is for personal service, direct the chief officer of police for the area in
which that person appears to be to cause it to be personally served on him.

(4) In relation to any process or document to be served in Scotland, references in this
section to the Secretary of State are to be read as references to the Lord Advocate.
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