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WATER ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Abstraction and Impounding

Section 30 Enforcement
91.

Section 30: Enforcement notices, and related procedures and offences.

Where abstraction or impounding takes place without a licence or does not comply with
the terms of a licence, this section gives the EA the power to issue an enforcement
notice. This can only be done where it appears to the Agency that the licence breach
or failure to comply is causing or could cause significant damage to the environment.
The enforcement notice requires cessation of the breach or failure to comply and the
carrying out of specified works or operations to remedy or mitigate the effects. The
Secretary of State may make regulations about enforcement notices. A person who fails
to comply with an enforcement notice is guilty of an offence and liable, on summary
conviction, to a fine not exceeding £20,000 or, on conviction on indictment, to a fine.
If necessary the Agency may take proceedings in the High Court to secure compliance
with the notice. The Agency may also carry out the works itself at the expense of the
person on whom the enforcement notice is served, if the person fails to comply with the
notice. The Agency may also carry out the works itself at the expense of the person on
whom the enforcement notice is served, if the person fails to comply with the notice.

92. Provisions in this section are devolved to the Assembly.
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