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WATER ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3: Miscellaneous

Sections 60 to 61 Penalties
347.

Section 61: Supplying water unfit for human consumption.

This section increases from £5,000 to £20,000 the maximum penalty available to a
magistrates’ court for the offence created under section 70(1) of the WIA where a water
undertaker supplies “water by means of pipes to any premises and that water is unfit
for human consumption”. Proceedings can also be brought in the Crown Court, where
the penalty on conviction would be an unlimited fine. This offence is also extended to
other persons under paragraph 20 of Schedule 8 to the Act.

348. Provisions in this section are devolved to the Assembly.
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