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ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 5: Firearms

Section 37: Possession of air weapon or imitation firearm in public place

97. This section amends section 19 of the 1968 Act, which deals with the carrying of
firearms in a public place, so as to include air weapons and imitation firearms. These
amendments mean it will be an offence to carry an air weapon (whether loaded or not) or
an imitation firearm in a public place without lawful authority or reasonable excuse. An
"imitation firearm" is defined in section 57(4) of the 1968 Act. It covers anything which
has the appearance of being a firearm whether or not it is capable of discharging a shot
or bullet. Subsection (3) makes this an arrestable offence by adding the new offence to
the list of arrestable offences set out in Schedule 1A to the Police and Criminal Evidence
Act 1984. This will be subject to a maximum penalty of 6 months imprisonment.
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