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SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Notification and Orders

Section 96: Information about release or transfer

192. This section re-enacts, with amendments, section 5B of the 1997 Act. Section 96 allows
the Secretary of State to make regulations requiring those who are responsible for an
offender while he is in detention (as defined in subsection (1)) to notify other relevant
authorities of his release or transfer to another institution. The regulations may define
the person responsible for the offender (for example, the Chief Executive of a hospital)
and the person who must be informed about release and transfer. An example might
be the governor of a prison being required to inform the local chief officer of police
when a relevant offender is about to be released from his prison. These regulations
will be subject to the negative resolution procedure (section 138(3)). For Scotland, the
regulations will be made by Scottish Ministers and laid before the Scottish Parliament.
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