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Sexual Offences Act 2003

2003 CHAPTER 42

PART 1

SEXUAL OFFENCES

Trafficking

57 Trafficking into the UK for sexual exploitation

(1) A person commits an offence if he intentionally arranges or facilitates the arrival in
the United Kingdom of another person (B) and either—

(a) he intends to do anything to or in respect of B, after B’s arrival but in any
part of the world, which if done will involve the commission of a relevant
offence, or

(b) he believes that another person is likely to do something to or in respect of B,
after B’s arrival but in any part of the world, which if done will involve the
commission of a relevant offence.

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months
or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or both;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 14
years.

58 Trafficking within the UK for sexual exploitation

(1) A person commits an offence if he intentionally arranges or facilitates travel within
the United Kingdom by another person (B) and either—
(a) he intends to do anything to or in respect of B, during or after the journey
and in any part of the world, which if done will involve the commission of
a relevant offence, or
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(b) he believes that another person is likely to do something to or in respect of
B, during or after the journey and in any part of the world, which if done will
involve the commission of a relevant offence.

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months
or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or both;

(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 14
years.

59 Trafficking out of the UK for sexual exploitation
(1) A person commits an offence if he intentionally arranges or facilitates the departure
from the United Kingdom of another person (B) and either—

(a) he intends to do anything to or in respect of B, after B’s departure but in any
part of the world, which if done will involve the commission of a relevant
offence, or

(b) he believes that another person is likely to do something to or in respect of
B, after B’s departure but in any part of the world, which if done will involve
the commission of a relevant offence.

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months
or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or both;

(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 14
years.

60 Sections 57 to 59: interpretation and jurisdiction

(1) In sections 57 to 59, “relevant offence” means—
(a) an offence under this Part,
(b) anoffence under section 1(1)(a) of the Protection of Children Act 1978 (c. 37),

(c) an offence listed in Schedule 1 to the Criminal Justice (Children) (Northern
Ireland) Order 1998 (S.1. 1998/1504 (N.I. 9)),

(d) an offence under Article 3(1)(a) of the Protection of Children (Northern
Ireland) Order 1978 (S.1. 1978/1047 (N.1. 17)), or

(e) anything done outside England and Wales and Northern Ireland which is not
an offence within any of paragraphs (a) to (d) but would be if done in England
and Wales or Northern Ireland.

(2) Sections 57 to 59 apply to anything done—
(a) in the United Kingdom, or

(b) outside the United Kingdom, by a body incorporated under the law of a part
of the United Kingdom or by an individual to whom subsection (3) applies.

(3) This subsection applies to—
(a) a British citizen,
(b) a British overseas territories citizen,
(c) a British National (Overseas),
(d) a British Overseas citizen,
(e) apersonwho is a British subject under the British Nationality Act 1981 (c. 61),
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(f) a British protected person within the meaning given by section 50(1) of that
Act.



