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Sexual Offences Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 42

PART 2

NOTIFICATION AND ORDERS

[F1Sexual harm prevention orders (England and Wales)

[F1103A Sexual harm prevention orders: applications and grounds

(1) A court may make an order under this section (a “sexual harm prevention order”)
in respect of a person (“the defendant”) where subsection (2) or (3) applies to the
defendant.

(2) This subsection applies to the defendant where—
(a) the court deals with the defendant in respect of—

F2(i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(ii) a finding that the defendant is not guilty of an offence listed in

Schedule 3 or 5 by reason of insanity, or
(iii) a finding that the defendant is under a disability and has done the

act charged against the defendant in respect of an offence listed in
Schedule 3 or 5,

and
(b) the court is satisfied that it is necessary to make a sexual harm prevention

order, for the purpose of—
(i) protecting the public or any particular members of the public from

sexual harm from the defendant, or
(ii) protecting children or vulnerable adults generally, or any particular

children or vulnerable adults, from sexual harm from the defendant
outside the United Kingdom.

(3) This subsection applies to the defendant where—
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(a) an application under subsection (4) has been made in respect of the defendant
and it is proved on the application that the defendant is a qualifying offender,
and

(b) the court is satisfied that the defendant's behaviour since the appropriate date
makes it necessary to make a sexual harm prevention order, for the purpose
of—

(i) protecting the public or any particular members of the public from
sexual harm from the defendant, or

(ii) protecting children or vulnerable adults generally, or any particular
children or vulnerable adults, from sexual harm from the defendant
outside the United Kingdom.

(4) A chief officer of police or the Director General of the National Crime Agency (“the
Director General”) may by complaint to a magistrates' court apply for a sexual harm
prevention order in respect of a person if it appears to the chief officer or the Director
General that—

(a) the person is a qualifying offender, and
(b) the person has since the appropriate date acted in such a way as to give

reasonable cause to believe that it is necessary for such an order to be made.

(5) A chief officer of police may make an application under subsection (4) only in respect
of a person—

(a) who resides in the chief officer's police area, or
(b) who the chief officer believes is in that area or is intending to come to it.

(6) An application under subsection (4) may be made to any magistrates' court acting for
a local justice area that includes—

(a) any part of a relevant police area, or
(b) any place where it is alleged that the person acted in a way mentioned in

subsection (4)(b).

(7) The Director General must as soon as practicable notify the chief officer of police for a
relevant police area of any application that the Director has made under subsection (4).

(8) Where the defendant is a child, a reference in this section to a magistrates' court is
to be taken as referring to a youth court (subject to any rules of court made under
section 103K(1)).

(9) In this section “relevant police area” means—
(a) where the applicant is a chief officer of police, the officer's police area;
(b) where the applicant is the Director General—

(i) the police area where the person in question resides, or
(ii) a police area which the Director General believes the person is in or

is intending to come to.]
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