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Sexual Offences Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 42

PART 2

NOTIFICATION AND ORDERS

Notification requirements

82 The notification period

(1) The notification period for a person within section 80(1) or 81(1) is the period in the
second column of the following Table opposite the description that applies to him.

TABLE

Description of relevant offender Notification period
A person who, in respect of the
offence, is or has been sentenced
to imprisonment for life [F1, to
imprisonment for public protection
under section 225 of the Criminal
Justice Act 2003 [F2, to an indeterminate
custodial sentence under Article 13(4)
(a) of the Criminal Justice (Northern
Ireland) Order 2008] or to imprisonment
for] a term of 30 months or more

An indefinite period beginning with the
relevant date

A person who, in respect of the offence,
has been made the subject of an order
under section 210F(1) of the Criminal
Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 (order
for lifelong restriction)

An indefinite period beginning with that
date
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A person who, in respect of the offence
or finding, is or has been admitted to a
hospital subject to a restriction order

An indefinite period beginning with that
date

A person who, in respect of the
offence, is or has been sentenced to
imprisonment for a term of more than 6
months but less than 30 months

10 years beginning with that date

A person who, in respect of the
offence, is or has been sentenced to
imprisonment for a term of 6 months or
less

7 years beginning with that date

A person who, in respect of the offence
or finding, is or has been admitted to
a hospital without being subject to a
restriction order

7 years beginning with that date

A person within section 80(1)(d) 2 years beginning with that date
A person in whose case an order for
conditional discharge or, in Scotland, a
probation order, is made in respect of the
offence

The period of conditional discharge or,
in Scotland, the probation period

A person of any other description 5 years beginning with the relevant date

(2) Where a person is under 18 on the relevant date, subsection (1) has effect as if for any
reference to a period of 10 years, 7 years, 5 years or 2 years there were substituted a
reference to one-half of that period.

(3) Subsection (4) applies where a relevant offender within section 80(1)(a) or 81(1)(a) is
or has been sentenced, in respect of two or more offences listed in Schedule 3—

(a) to consecutive terms of imprisonment; or
(b) to terms of imprisonment which are partly concurrent.

(4) Where this subsection applies, subsection (1) has effect as if the relevant offender were
or had been sentenced, in respect of each of the offences, to a term of imprisonment
which —

(a) in the case of consecutive terms, is equal to the aggregate of those terms;
(b) in the case of partly concurrent terms (X and Y, which overlap for a period

Z), is equal to X plus Y minus Z.

(5) Where a relevant offender the subject of a finding within section 80(1)(c) or 81(1)
(c) is subsequently tried for the offence, the notification period relating to the finding
ends at the conclusion of the trial.

(6) In this Part, “relevant date” means—
(a) in the case of a person within section 80(1)(a) or 81(1)(a), the date of the

conviction;
(b) in the case of a person within section 80(1)(b) or (c) or 81(1)(b) or (c), the

date of the finding;
(c) in the case of a person within section 80(1)(d) or 81(1)(d), the date of the

caution;
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(d) in the case of a person within section 81(7), the date which, for the purposes of
Part 1 of the Sex Offenders Act 1997 (c. 51), was the relevant date in relation
to that person.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in table in s. 82(1) substituted (S.) (8.12.2005) by Management of Offenders etc. (Scotland)

Act 2005 (asp 14), ss. 17, 24(1); and those same words substituted (E.W.N.I.) (12.2.2007) by Violent
Crime Reduction Act 2006 (c. 38), ss. 57, 66(2); S.I. 2007/74, art. 2

F2 S. 82(1) table: words inserted (N.I.) (15.5.2008) by The Criminal Justice (Northern Ireland) Order
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