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Civil Partnership Act 2004

2004 CHAPTER 33

PART 4

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP: NORTHERN IRELAND

CHAPTER 2

DISSOLUTION, NULLITY AND OTHER PROCEEDINGS

Introduction

161 Powers to make orders and effect of orders

(1) The court may, in accordance with this Chapter—

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

make an order (a “dissolution order”) which dissolves a civil partnership on
the ground that it has broken down irretrievably;

make an order (a “nullity order”) which annuls a civil partnership which is
void or voidable;

make an order (a “presumption of death order”) which dissolves a civil
partnership on the ground that one of the civil partners is presumed to be dead;
make an order (a “separation order”) which provides for the separation of the
civil partners.

(2) Every dissolution, nullity or presumption of death order—

(a)
(b)

is, in the first instance, a conditional order, and

may not be made final before the end of the prescribed period (see
section 162);

and any reference in this Chapter to a conditional order is to be read accordingly.

(3) A nullity order made where a civil partnership is voidable annuls the civil partnership
only as respects any time after the order has been made final, and the civil partnership
is to be treated (despite the order) as if it had existed up to that time.



Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33)

Part 4 — Civil partnership: Northern Ireland

Chapter 2 — Dissolution, nullity and other proceedings
Document Generated: 2024-07-10

Status: Point in time view as at 05/12/2005. This version of this provision has been superseded.
Changes to legislation: Civil Partnership Act 2004, Section 161 is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 10 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

(4) In this Chapter “the court” has the meaning given by section 188.

(5) This Chapter is subject to section 219 and sections 228 to 232 (jurisdiction of the
court).
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