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HOUSING ACT 2004

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6

Section 193: Right to buy: suspension of landlord’s obligation to complete

454. Section 193 prevents a tenant from being able to compel completion of a Right to Buy
sale if an application is pending for a demotion order, a suspension order, or a possession
order sought on the basis of Ground 2 of Schedule 2 of the Housing Act 1985 (anti-
social behaviour), until those proceedings have ended, and none of those orders have
been made. If a demotion order or outright possession order is made, the tenant will
lose their secure tenancy and thus also lose the right to buy. If a suspension order is
made, it will end any existing applications to exercise the RTB and prevent any new
applications being made during the period specified by the court.

455. A demotion order is an order obtained under the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 which
ends a secure tenancy and replaces it with a less secure form of tenancy, which is
essentially a probationary tenancy. After the demotion period, normally one year, a
tenant may become a secure tenant again and regain the right to buy.

456. A suspension order is an order suspending the right to buy for a specified period
in respect of the tenancy on the grounds of anti-social behaviour obtained under
section 192 of this Act.
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