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GAMBLING ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

TERRITORIAL EXTENT

Territorial limits – vessels and aircraft

Schedule 15: Private gaming and betting

Part 16: Advertising

Section 328: Regulations

803. This section gives the Secretary of State power to make regulations controlling the form,
content, timing and location of advertisements for gambling, including requirements
for specified words to be included in advertisements. A specific duty is imposed
on the Secretary of State to have regard to the need to protect children and other
vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling. This reflects the
licensing objectives of the Act concerning the protection of children and vulnerable
people. Regulations under this section will apply to advertising by both “remote” means
(such as email or television) and “non-remote” means (such as a poster on a hoarding
or a magazine page). Specific provision about this is made in subsequent sections in
this Part.

804. It is an offence under this section to contravene a requirement of the regulations and
any person guilty of an offence shall be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 51 weeks (6 months for Scotland), a fine not exceeding level 5
on the standard scale, or both. An offence committed under this section shall be treated
as a continuing offence which means that an offence shall be committed on each day
during any period that the regulations are contravened.
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