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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Chapter 2: Appointments

General Provisions

Lord Chief Justice and Heads of Division

Section 71: Selection Panel

279. The selection panel will have four members. The first member will be the most senior
judge of the Supreme Court established by the Act who was a judge of England and
Wales before being appointed to the Supreme Court and who is not disqualified, or
another senior judge nominated by him. He will chair and will have a casting vote.
The second member will be the Lord Chief Justice or his nominee, except where the
Lord Chief Justice is disqualified or there is no Lord Chief Justice, in which case it
will be another senior judge chosen by the most senior Supreme Court Judge. The third
member will be the chairman of the Commission or his nominee, or if that post is vacant
or the chairman is unavailable and has been unable to make a nomination, one of the
lay members of the Commission chosen by themselves. The fourth member will be a
lay member of the Commission chosen by the third member. A person is disqualified
from being a member of the panel if that person is the current holder of the office being
selected for, or if that person is willing to be considered for selection for that office.
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