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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Definitions

Schedule 2 – Seizure and forfeiture of terrorist publications

Section 34 – Amendment of the definition of “terrorism” etc.

158. This section amends two definitions. These amendments are required to eliminate the
disparity between definitions of terrorism in UK law and the equivalent definitions
in various international Conventions which the UK aims to implement. Examples of
international agreements in which the disparity exists are the EU Framework Decision
of 13 June 2002 on Combating Terrorism, and the International Convention for the
Suppression of Acts of Terrorism. These Conventions allow for actions to be termed
as terrorist if, among other tests, the use or threat of action is designed to influence
international governmental organisations (such as the United Nations), in addition to
State parties’ governments.

159. The section amends the definition of “terrorism”, in section 1 of the TACT to include
the carrying out of acts where the use or threat is designed to influence an international
governmental organisation. The new definition, as amended will read:

“1(1) In this Act "terrorism" means the use or threat of action where-
(a) the action falls within subsection (2),
(b) the use or threat is designed to influence the government or an

international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public or
a section of the public, and

(c) the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political,
religious or ideological cause.

(2) Action falls within this subsection if it-
(a) involves serious violence against a person,
(b) involves serious damage to property,
(c) endangers a person's life, other than that of the person committing the

action,
(d) creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section

of the public, or
(e) is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an

electronic system.”

Secondly, the section amends section 113 of the ATCSA in a similar way. Section 113
makes it an offence to use noxious substances in a way likely to cause violence against a
person, serious damage to property or to endanger life or to make members of the public
fear their life is endangered. The action must be designed to intimidate the public or to
influence a government. The amendment extends to this to international governmental
organisations.
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