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National Health Service Act 2006
2006 CHAPTER 41

PART 2

HEALTH SERVICE BODIES

[F1CHAPTER A1

[F1NHS ENGLAND]

[F2Powers of direction

[F1[
F213ZC

Secretary of State directions as to exercise of NHS England functions

(1) The Secretary of State may give NHS England directions as to the exercise of any of
its functions.

(2) The directions that may be given include a direction as to whether a power is to be
exercised or not.

(3) The directions that may be given include a direction as to—
(a) when or how a function is, or is not, to be exercised;
(b) conditions that must be met before a function is exercised (for example,

conditions relating to the provision of information, consultation or approval);
(c) matters to be taken into account in exercising a function.

(4) For exceptions to the power to give directions under subsection (1), see section 13ZD.

(5) A direction under subsection (1) must include a statement that the Secretary of State
considers the direction to be in the public interest.

(6) As soon as reasonably practicable after giving a direction under subsection (1), the
Secretary of State must publish it.



2 National Health Service Act 2006 (c. 41)
Part 2 – Health service bodies
CHAPTER A1 – NHS England

Document Generated: 2024-05-22
Changes to legislation: National Health Service Act 2006, Section 13ZC is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 22 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(7) The fact that the Secretary of State has a function under any other enactment in
relation to NHS England’s exercise of functions is not to be read as limiting the power
conferred by subsection (1).

(8) The reference in subsection (7) to a function of the Secretary of State does not include
a function of making subordinate legislation.]]
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