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National Health Service (Wales) Act 2006
2006 CHAPTER 42

PART 4

MEDICAL SERVICES

Other arrangements for the provision of primary medical services

52 Regulations about section 50 arrangements

(1) The Welsh Ministers may make regulations about the provision of services in
accordance with section 50 arrangements.

(2) The regulations must include provision for participants other than Local Health Boards
to withdraw from section 50 arrangements if they wish to do so.

(3) The regulations may, in particular—
(a) provide that section 50 arrangements may be made only in prescribed

circumstances,
(b) provide that section 50 arrangements may be made only in prescribed areas,
(c) provide that only prescribed services, or prescribed categories of service, may

be provided in accordance with section 50 arrangements,
(d) impose conditions (including conditions as to qualifications and experience)

to be satisfied by persons performing services in accordance with section 50
arrangements,

(e) require details of section 50 arrangements to be published,
(f) make provision with respect to the variation and termination of section 50

arrangements,
(g) provide for parties to section 50 arrangements to be treated, in such

circumstances and to such extent as may be prescribed, as health service
bodies for the purposes of section 7,

(h) provide for directions, as to payments, made under section 7(11) (as it has
effect as a result of regulations made by virtue of paragraph (g)) to be
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enforceable in [F1the county court] (if the court so orders) as if they were
judgments or orders of that court.

(4) The regulations may also require payments to be made under the arrangements in
accordance with directions given for the purpose by the Welsh Ministers.

(5) A direction may make provision having effect from a date before the date of the
direction, provided that, having regard to the direction as a whole, the provision is not
detrimental to the persons to whose remuneration it relates.

(6) The regulations may also include provision requiring a Local Health Board, in
prescribed circumstances and subject to prescribed conditions, to enter into a general
medical services contract on prescribed terms with any person who is providing
services under section 50 arrangements and who so requests.

(7) The regulations may also include provision for the resolution of disputes as to to
the terms of any proposed section 50 arrangements, and in particular may make
provision—

(a) for the referral of the terms of the proposed arrangements to the Welsh
Ministers, and

(b) for the Welsh Ministers or a person appointed by them to determine the terms
on which the arrangements may be entered into.

(8) The regulations must provide for the circumstances in which a person providing
primary medical services under section 50 arrangements—

(a) must or may accept a person as a patient to whom such services are so
provided,

(b) may decline to accept a person as such a patient,
(c) may terminate his responsibility for a patient.

(9) The regulations must make provision as to the right of patients to choose the persons
from whom they receive services under section 50 arrangements.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 52(3)(h) substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9

para. 52; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/61/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/9/paragraph/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/9/paragraph/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/954
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/954/article/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/954/article/3


National Health Service (Wales) Act 2006 (c. 42)
Document Generated: 2024-06-19

3

Changes to legislation: 
National Health Service (Wales) Act 2006, Section 52 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 19 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 201A-201C inserted by 2017 c. 23 s. 9
– s. 201C(2) words substituted by 2018 c. 12 Sch. 19 para. 118(2)
– s. 201C(4) inserted by 2018 c. 12 Sch. 19 para. 118(3)
– Sch. 7 para. 1(2A) inserted by 2009 c. 21 s. 32(3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/23
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/23/section/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/118/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/118/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/21/section/32/3

