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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC
INVOLVEMENT IN HEALTH ACT 2007

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 7: Best Value

Duties of best value authorities

Section 139: Abolition of performance indicators etc except for Welsh authorities

365.

366.

367.

Section 139 providesthat sections4 and 6 of the Local Government Act 1999 no longer
apply to best value authorities in England (including police authorities) or to police
authoritiesin Wales. In so doing, it removes (a) the power of the Secretary of State to
specify performance indicators and standards for best value authorities; (b) the duty of
such authorities under section 4(5) to meet applicable performance standards; (c) the
duty of such authorities under section 6 to prepare and publish best value performance
plans (“BVPPs”); and (d) the power of the Secretary of State to issue statutory guidance
in respect of BVPPs.

Sections 4 and 6 will continue apply to Welsh best value authorities (ie. al best value
authoritiesin Wales other than police authorities). The power in section 4(1) to specify
performance indicators and standards, and the powers as regards BVPPs in section 6,
will continue to be available to the Welsh Ministers as regards such authorities. The
Assembly will be able to amend or replace these provisions, or to confer power on
Welsh Ministers to do so, using the framework power conferred by Schedule 18 to the
Act.

When this section is commenced, it isintended that provision will be made so that best
value performance indicators can continue to be set in respect of police authorities, and
so that police authorities will continue to be under an obligation to prepare BV PPs, for
a limited period of time. It is intended that any indicators set, and BV PPs prepared,
under such provision will relate purely to policing matters and will not have any impact
on local authorities. It is expected that such provision will cease to have effect in
2009 or 2010. By that time, the Home Office expects to have in place such provision
replicating the relevant provisions of Part 1 of the Local Government Act 1999 for
police authorities as they consider necessary.
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