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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Powers

Section 23: Entry

66. This section provides a power of entry to premises. Premises are defined at section 42
to include vehicles.

67. This section allows a member of the armed forces or a constable to enter premises if he
or she considers it necessary in the course of operations for the preservation of peace
or the maintenance of order. Since no warrant is required, this section enables officers
on the ground to respond immediately to events as they arise.

68. A constable may not enter a building unless the conditions in subsection (2) are satisfied.
First, there must be written authorisation from an officer of the rank of superintendent
or above. If no such authorisation is in place and it is not reasonably practicable to
obtain written authorisation, then oral authorisation may be provided by an officer of
the rank of Inspector or above. If it is not reasonably practicable to obtain either written
or oral authorisation then a constable may enter a building without it.

69. An authorisation must relate to a specified area within Northern Ireland. All
authorisations must be retained in written form and constables who enter premises must
make a record of each entry as soon as reasonably practicable. Subsection (6) sets out the
information that should be included in such records. Copies of records or authorisations
must be given to the owners or occupiers of buildings which have been entered as soon
as is reasonably practicable.
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