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Borders, Citizenship and
Immigration Act 2009

2009 CHAPTER 11

PART 2

CITIZENSHIP
Acquisition of British citizenship etc. by registration

47 Good character requirement

(1) After section 41 of the British Nationality Act 1981 insert—

“41A Registration: requirement to be of good character

(1) An application for registration of an adult or young person as a British citizen
under section 1(3), (3A) or (4), 3(1), (2) or (5), 4(2) or (5), 4A, 4C, 4D, 5,
10(1) or (2) or 13(1) or (3) must not be granted unless the Secretary of State
is satisfied that the adult or young person is of good character.

(2) An application for registration of an adult or young person as a British
overseas territories citizen under section 15(3) or (4), 17(1) or (5), 22(1) or
(2) or 24 must not be granted unless the Secretary of State is satisfied that the
adult or young person is of good character.

(3) An application for registration of an adult or young person as a British
Overseas citizen under section 27(1) must not be granted unless the Secretary
of State is satisfied that the adult or young person is of good character.

(4) An application for registration of an adult or young person as a British subject
under section 32 must not be granted unless the Secretary of State is satisfied
that the adult or young person is of good character.
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(5) In this section, “adult or young person” means a person who has attained the
age of 10 years at the time when the application is made.”

(2) In section 1 of the Hong Kong (War Wives and Widows) Act 1996 (c. 41) (acquisition
of British citizenship), in subsection (1)—
(a) omit “and” immediately before paragraph (b), and
(b) after that paragraph insert *“; and

(c) the Secretary of State is satisfied that she is of good
character”.

(3) In section 1 of the British Nationality (Hong Kong) Act 1997 (c. 20) (acquisition of
British citizenship), after subsection (5) insert—

“(5A) An adult or young person shall not be registered under subsection (1) unless
the Secretary of State is satisfied that the adult or young person is of good
character.

(5B) In subsection (5A), “adult or young person” means a person who has attained
the age of 10 years at the time when the application for registration is made.”

(4) In section 131 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 (c. 41) (supply
of police information), for paragraph (b) substitute—

“(b) determining whether, for the purposes of an application referred to in
section 41 A of the British Nationality Act 1981, the person for whose
registration the application is made is of good character;

(ba) determining whether, for the purposes of an application under
section 1 of the Hong Kong (War Wives and Widows) Act 1996,
the woman for whose registration the application is made is of good
character;

(bb) determining whether, for the purposes of an application under
section 1 of the British Nationality (Hong Kong) Act 1997 for the
registration of an adult or young person within the meaning of
subsection (5A) of that section, the person is of good character;”.

(5) In section 40 of the UK Borders Act 2007 (c. 30) (supply of Revenue and Customs
information), in subsection (1), for paragraph (h) substitute—

“(h) determining whether, for the purposes of an application referred to in
section 41 A of the British Nationality Act 1981, the person for whose
registration the application is made is of good character;

(ha) determining whether, for the purposes of an application under
section 1 of the Hong Kong (War Wives and Widows) Act 1996,
the woman for whose registration the application is made is of good
character;

(hb) determining whether, for the purposes of an application under
section 1 of the British Nationality (Hong Kong) Act 1997 for the
registration of an adult or young person within the meaning of
subsection (5A) of that section, the person is of good character;”.
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