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POLITICAL PARTIES AND

ELECTIONS ACT 2009

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3: Elections

Section 23: Election falling within canvass period

111. Section 23 introduces new arrangements designed to expedite the registration of eligible
electors in the event of an election falling within a canvass period. Subsection (1) inserts
new section 13BB into the 1983 Act, which enables electoral registration officers to
amend the published register of electors before the election is held to show details of
new electors or other changes that have been recorded on a canvass form.

112. Subsection (1) of new section 13BB provides that the power to amend the register is
triggered when an application for registration is made on a canvass form and notice of
an election is published, the poll for which will be held in the period between 1 July
and 1 December in the year of that canvass.

113. Subsection (2) of new section 13BB provides that when the power to amend the register
is triggered, the elector shall be treated as if they made their application for registration
on the date the form is received by the returning officer or the date the notice of election
is published, whichever is later. This subsection also allows the Secretary of State to
prescribe circumstances in which the application should not be treated as made on
either date (for instance where the elector has not yet taken up residence at the relevant
address).

114. Subsection (3) of new section 13BB provides that the registration officer may not
determine an application as if it were made before the election if the canvass form
was received by the returning officer after the last point at which it can be determined
before the poll (currently the 11th day before the poll). Subsection (4) requires that
amendments to the register must be made by way of a notice specifying the appropriate
alterations. Subsection (5) provides that where, as a result of the determination that
a person is entitled to be registered, that person’s entry falls to be removed from the
register for another area, and an election is going to be held in that other area during the
canvass period, then the registration officer for the other area must (if they are informed
about the determination in time) also amend their register to delete that person’s entry.

115. Subsection (6) of new section 13BB provides that a notice altering the register must be
issued on the appropriate publication date (currently the 5th or 6th day before the poll)
and that the alteration comes into effect from the beginning of the day on which it is
published. Subsection (7) provides that the requirement to publish a notice altering the
register will not apply if the registration officer publishes a revised register taking the
changes into account before the 5th or 6th day before the poll date.

116. Subsection (2) of Section 23 inserts new subsection (1A) into section 13 of the 1983
Act. The effect of this new provision is that, in the event of an election taking place
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during the period from 1st July to 1st December, the electoral registration officer may
suspend publication of the electoral register from 1st December until 1st February in
the following year to allow time to compile the revised register.
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