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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 10: Accessibility for disabled pupils

852. This Schedule provides for accessibility arrangements for pupils in schools as set out
in section 88.

Effect

853. Local authorities must prepare written accessibility strategies which will increase
disabled pupils’ access to the school curriculum, improve the physical environment
for such pupils and improve the provision of information to them. Strategies must
be implemented by local authorities after taking account of pupils’ disabilities and
preferences expressed by them and their parents. They should be reviewed regularly,
and revised if needed.

854. Local authorities must have regard to the need to allocate adequate resources to
implementation of the strategy and use any guidance which may be issued by a Minister
of the Crown in England and the Welsh Ministers in Wales.

855. Schools must develop written accessibility plans which will increase the access of
disabled pupils to the school curriculum, improve the physical environment for such
pupils and improve the provision of information to them. Plans must be implemented by
schools after taking account of disabled pupils’ disabilities and preferences expressed
by them and their parents. They should be reviewed regularly, and revised if needed.
Inspections of schools by OFSTED can look at the performance of these duties by
schools.

856. Schools must have regard to the need to allocate adequate resources to the plans.

857. If the Secretary of State in England or the Welsh Ministers in Wales determine that a
maintained school or Academy or local authority has failed to discharge these duties,
has acted unreasonably in respect of these duties or has failed to comply with an order
of the First-tier Tribunal or the Special Educational Needs Tribunal for Wales, they may
give directions to the school or local authority about discharging the duty or compliance
with the order. However, a Secretary of State in England may not issue directions if
the matter has been, or could have been, referred to the Local Commissioner unless, if
the matter has been referred to the Local Commissioner, the school has not complied
with any recommendation given.

858. Paragraph 6 gives a power, in England to a Minister of the Crown, and in Wales to the
Welsh Ministers, to make regulations to say what is, and is not, education and a benefit,
facility or service.
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Background

859. These provisions are designed to replicate the effect of provisions in the Disability
Discrimination Act 1995, and require schools and local authorities to plan to make all
aspects of school more accessible to disabled pupils, particularly as the requirement to
make reasonable adjustments to physical features of premises does not apply to schools.

Example

• A school discusses with its disabled pupils their needs and requirements in order to help it
develop a written accessibility plan. The plan includes a strategy to improve the physical
environment of the school by putting in ramps and more easily accessible rooms, putting
in hearing loops and producing newsletters in Braille.
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