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Equality Act 2010
2010 CHAPTER 15

PART 6

EDUCATION

CHAPTER 2

FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION

91 Students: admission and treatment, etc.

(1) The responsible body of an institution to which this section applies must not
discriminate against a person—

(a) in the arrangements it makes for deciding who is offered admission as a
student;

(b) as to the terms on which it offers to admit the person as a student;
(c) by not admitting the person as a student.

(2) The responsible body of such an institution must not discriminate against a student—
(a) in the way it provides education for the student;
(b) in the way it affords the student access to a benefit, facility or service;
(c) by not providing education for the student;
(d) by not affording the student access to a benefit, facility or service;
(e) by excluding the student;
(f) by subjecting the student to any other detriment.

(3) The responsible body of such an institution must not discriminate against a disabled
person—

(a) in the arrangements it makes for deciding upon whom to confer a
qualification;

(b) as to the terms on which it is prepared to confer a qualification on the person;
(c) by not conferring a qualification on the person;
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(d) by withdrawing a qualification from the person or varying the terms on which
the person holds it.

(4) Subsection (3) applies only to disability discrimination.

(5) The responsible body of such an institution must not harass—
(a) a student;
(b) a person who has applied for admission as a student;
(c) a disabled person who holds or has applied for a qualification conferred by

the institution.

(6) The responsible body of such an institution must not victimise a person—
(a) in the arrangements it makes for deciding who is offered admission as a

student;
(b) as to the terms on which it offers to admit the person as a student;
(c) by not admitting the person as a student.

(7) The responsible body of such an institution must not victimise a student—
(a) in the way it provides education for the student;
(b) in the way it affords the student access to a benefit, facility or service;
(c) by not providing education for the student;
(d) by not affording the student access to a benefit, facility or service;
(e) by excluding the student;
(f) by subjecting the student to any other detriment.

(8) The responsible body of such an institution must not victimise a disabled person—
(a) in the arrangements it makes for deciding upon whom to confer a

qualification;
(b) as to the terms on which it is prepared to confer a qualification on the person;
(c) by not conferring a qualification on the person;
(d) by withdrawing a qualification from the person or varying the terms on which

the person holds it.

(9) A duty to make reasonable adjustments applies to the responsible body of such an
institution.

(10) In relation to England and Wales, this section applies to—
(a) a university;
(b) any other institution within the higher education sector;
(c) an institution within the further education sector.

(11) In relation to Scotland, this section applies to—
(a) a university;
(b) a designated institution;
(c) a college of further education.

(12) A responsible body is—
(a) in the case of an institution within subsection (10)(a), (b) or (c), the governing

body;
(b) in the case of an institution within subsection (11)(a) or (b), the governing

body;
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(c) in the case of a college of further education under the management of a board
of management, the board of management;

(d) in the case of any other college of further education, any board of governors
of the college or any person responsible for the management of the college,
whether or not formally constituted as a governing body or board of
governors.
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