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Welfare Reform Act 2012
2012 CHAPTER 5

PART 1

UNIVERSAL CREDIT

CHAPTER 3

SUPPLEMENTARY AND GENERAL

General

39 Couples

(1) In this Part “couple” means—
(a) a man and woman who are married to each other and are members of the same

household;
(b) a man and woman who are not married to each other but are living together

as husband and wife;
(c) two people of the same sex who are civil partners of each other and are

members of the same household;
(d) two people of the same sex who are not civil partners of each other but are

living together as civil partners.

(2) For the purposes of this section, two people of the same sex are to be treated as living
together as if they were civil partners if, and only if, they would be treated as living
together as husband and wife were they of opposite sexes.

(3) For the purposes of this section regulations may prescribe—
(a) circumstances in which the fact that two persons are husband and wife or are

civil partners is to be disregarded;
(b) circumstances in which a man and a woman are to be treated as living together

as husband and wife;
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(c) circumstances in which people are to be treated as being or not being members
of the same household.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 39(3)(a) in force at 25.2.2013 by S.I. 2013/358, art. 2(2), Sch. 2 para. 18
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