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Health and Social Care Act 2012
2012 CHAPTER 7

PART 10

ABOLITION OF CERTAIN PUBLIC BODIES ETC

278 The Alcohol Education and Research Council

(1) The Alcohol Education and Research Council is abolished.

(2) The Licensing (Alcohol Education and Research) Act 1981 is repealed.

(3) Part 1 of Schedule 20 (which contains consequential amendments and savings) has
effect.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 278 in force at 1.7.2012 by S.I. 2012/1319, art. 2(3)

279 The Appointments Commission

(1) The Appointments Commission is abolished.

(2) Part 5 of the Health Act 2006 (which established the Commission) is repealed.

(3) Part 2 of Schedule 20 (which contains consequential amendments and savings) has
effect.
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280 The National Information Governance Board for Health and Social Care

(1) The National Information Governance Board for Health and Social Care is abolished.

(2) Omit sections 250A to 250D of the National Health Service Act 2006 (which
established the Board).

(3) After section 20 of the Health and Social Care Act 2008 insert—

“20A Functions relating to processing of information by registered
persons

(1) The Commission has the following functions in relation to the processing of
relevant information—

(a) to monitor the practice followed by registered persons in relation to
such processing, and

(b) to keep the National Health Service Commissioning Board and
Monitor informed about the practice being followed by registered
persons in relation to such processing.

(2) The Commission must, in exercising those functions, seek to improve the
practice followed by registered persons in relation to the processing of
relevant information.

(3) In this section “relevant information” means—
(a) patient information,
(b) any other information obtained or generated in the course of the

provision of the health service continued under section 1 of the
National Health Service Act 2006,

(c) any other information obtained or generated in the course of the
exercise by an English local authority of its adult social services
functions, and

(d) any other information obtained or generated in the course of the
carrying on by an English local authority of adult placement schemes
in connection with which arrangements are made for the provision of
personal care.

(4) In subsection (3) “patient information” means—
(a) information (however recorded) which relates to the physical or

mental health or condition of an individual (“P”), to the diagnosis of
P's condition or to P's care or treatment, and

(b) information (however recorded) which is to any extent derived,
directly or indirectly, from that information,

whether or not the identity of the individual in question is ascertainable from
the information.

(5) In this section—
“adult placement scheme” and “personal care” each have such meaning
as they have from time to time in regulations under section 20;
“processing”, in relation to information, has the same meaning as in the
Data Protection Act 1998;
“registered person” means a person registered under this Chapter as a
manager or service provider in respect of a regulated activity.”
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(4) In section 80(3) of that Act (persons Commission must consult before publishing code
of practice on confidential personal information), for paragraph (a) substitute—

“(a) the National Health Service Commissioning Board,”.

(5) In section 252 of the National Health Service Act 2006 (consultation before making
regulations on control of patient information), in subsection (1), for “the National
Information Governance Board for Health and Social Care” substitute “the Care
Quality Commission”; and in consequence of that—

(a) for the title to that section substitute “Consultation with the Care Quality
Commission”, and

(b) in section 271(3)(g) of that Act—
(i) for “sections” substitute “section”, and

(ii) omit “and 252 (consultation with National Information Governance
Board)”.

(6) The Care Quality Commission must exercise its power under paragraph 6(3) of
Schedule 1 to the Health and Social Care Act 2008 so as to appoint a committee, to be
known as “the National Information Governance Committee”, until 31 March 2015.

(7) The purpose of the committee is to provide the Care Quality Commission with advice
on and assistance with the exercise of its functions relating to the processing of relevant
information within the meaning of section 20A of the Health and Social Care Act 2008.

(8) Part 3 of Schedule 20 (which contains consequential amendments and savings) has
effect.
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281 The National Patient Safety Agency

(1) The National Patient Safety Agency is abolished.

(2) The National Patient Safety Agency (Establishment and Constitution) Order 2001 (S.I.
2001/1743) is revoked.

(3) In section 13 of the NHS Redress Act 2006 (scheme authority's duties of co-operation),
omit subsection (2).

Commencement Information
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282 The NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement

(1) The NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement is abolished.

(2) The NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement (Establishment and Constitution)
Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/1446) is revoked.
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283 Standing advisory committees

(1) Omit section 250 of, and Schedule 19 to, the National Health Service Act 2006
(Secretary of State's standing advisory committees).

(2) In consequence of the repeal of Schedule 19 to that Act, in Schedule 3 to the Health
Act 2009, omit paragraph 13.

(3) The repeal of section 250 of the National Health Service Act 2006 does not affect
the continuing effect of the National Health Service (Standing Advisory Committees)
Order 1981 (S.I. 1981/597) (establishment of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation) made under that section.
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