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Health and Social Care Act 2012
2012 CHAPTER 7

PART 7

REGULATION OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE WORKERS

The Health and Care Professions Council

220 References in enactments to registered health professionals, etc.

(1) In section 58 of the Medicines Act 1968 (medicinal products on prescription only),
after subsection (1A) insert—

“(1ZA) Paragraphs (a) and (g) of subsection (1A) do not apply to persons in so far
as they are registered as members of the social work profession in England
or social care workers in England (each of those expressions having the same
meaning as in section 60 of the Health Act 1999).”

(2) In section 27 of the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978 (arrangements for
provision of pharmaceutical services), after subsection (1B) insert—

“(1C) Paragraphs (a) and (h) of subsection (1A) do not apply to persons in so far
as they are registered as members of the social work profession in England
or social care workers in England (each of those expressions having the same
meaning as in section 60 of the Health Act 1999).”

(3) In section 3 of the Video Recordings Act 1984 (exempted supplies), after
subsection (11) insert—

“(11A) But subsection (11) does not apply to a person in so far as the person is
required to register under the Health and Social Work Professions Order 2001
as a member of the social work profession in England (within the meaning of
section 60 of the Health Act 1999).”

(4) In Group 7 in Part 2 of Schedule 9 to the Value Added Tax Act 1994 (exemption for
medical care services), in the Notes, after Note (2) insert—
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“2ZA Paragraph (c) of item 1 does not include supplies of services made by
a person in the capacity of a registered member of the social work
profession in England (within the meaning of section 60 of the Health
Act 1999).”

(5) In section 69 of the Data Protection Act 1998 (meaning of “health professional”), at
the end of paragraph (h) of subsection (1), insert “, except in so far as the person is
registered as a social worker in England (within the meaning of that Order)”.

(6) In section 25 of the National Health Service Reform and Health Care Professions Act
2002 (the Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence), after subsection (3) insert—

“(3A) A reference in an enactment to a body mentioned in subsection (3) is not
(unless there is express provision to the contrary) to be read as including a
reference to the Health and Care Professions Council, or a regulatory body
within subsection (3)(j), so far as it has functions relating to—

(a) the social work profession in England, or
(b) social care workers in England.

(3B) For the purposes of subsection (3A)—
“enactment” means an enactment contained in—

(a) an Act, an Act of the Scottish Parliament or an Act or Measure
of the National Assembly for Wales (whether passed before or
after the commencement of this subsection), or

(b) subordinate legislation (within the meaning of the Interpretation
Act 1978), an instrument made under an Act of the Scottish
Parliament, an Act or Measure of the National Assembly for
Wales or Northern Ireland legislation (whether made before or
after that commencement), and

“the social work profession in England” and “social care workers
in England” have the meaning given in section 60 of the 1999 Act.”

(7) In section 126 of the National Health Service Act 2006 (arrangements for provision
of pharmaceutical services), after subsection (4) insert—

“(4A) Paragraphs (a) and (h) of subsection (4) do not apply to persons in so far as
they are registered as members of the social work profession in England or
social care workers in England (each of those expressions having the same
meaning as in section 60 of the Health Act 1999).”

(8) In section 80 of the National Health Service (Wales) Act 2006 (arrangements for
provision of pharmaceutical services), after subsection (4) insert—

“(4A) Paragraphs (a) and (h) of subsection (4) do not apply to persons in so far as
they are registered as members of the social work profession in England or
social care workers in England (each of those expressions having the same
meaning as in section 60 of the Health Act 1999).”
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