These notes refer to the Succession to the Crown Act 2013
(c.20) which received Royal Assent on 25 April 2013

SUCCESSION TO THE CROWN ACT 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 2: Removal of disqualification arising from marriage to a Roman Catholic

17. Subsection (1) provides that a person will not be disgualified from succeeding to the
Crown or from being the Sovereign due to their marriage to a Roman Catholic. The
current prohibition dates from the Bill of Rights and the Act of Settlement at the end of
the 17" and beginning of the 18" centuries. Thereis no comparable statutory provision
about any other religion. The prohibition on the Sovereign being a Roman Catholic is
not changed by the Act.

18. Subsection (2) provides that subsection (1) applies to marriages contracted both prior
to this section being brought into force and after. This will mean that people in the
present line of successionwho lost their placesinit because of their marriagesto Roman
Catholicswill regain their places. However, this does not affect anyone with arealistic
prospect of succeeding to the Throne.
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