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PUBLIC SERVICE PENSIONS ACT 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS AND SCHEDULES

Parliamentary and other pension schemes

Section 34: Parliamentary and other pension schemes: pension age

205. Section 34 has the effect that where a scheme under paragraph 12 (MPs’ pension
scheme) or 16 (Ministerial pension scheme) of Schedule 6 to the Constitutional Reform
and Governance Act 2010 links the normal pension age under the scheme to state
pension age, the scheme can provide for a change in the normal pension age in
consequence of the link to apply to benefits that have accrued as well as other benefits
under the scheme. The application is restricted to benefits that have accrued after the
addition of the link to the scheme and does not apply to benefits accrued under current
pension arrangements.

206. The section inserts new paragraph 29A into Part 2 of Schedule 6 to the Constitutional
Reform and Governance Act 2010 which specifies the provisions that can be included
in schemes made under that Schedule. The new paragraph means that, if it is decided
(following the consultation requirements set out in Schedule 6 to the Constitutional
Reform and Governance Act 2010) that the normal pension age of a scheme under
paragraph 12 or 16 of the Schedule should be the same as state pension age, the scheme
can also provide for benefits that have accrued under the scheme after the insertion of
the link to be subject to later changes in state pension age.

207. The new paragraph makes it clear that paragraph 19 of Schedule 6 to the Constitutional
Reform and Governance Act 2010, which gives special protection to accrued rights
under the schemes, does not apply in relation to any such provision.
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