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European Union (Withdrawal)
(No. 2) Act 2019

2019 CHAPTER 26

1 Duties in connection with the withdrawal of the UK from the European Union

(1) The condition in this subsection is that a Minister of the Crown has laid before each
House of Parliament a statement that the United Kingdom has concluded an agreement
with the European Union under Article 50(2) of the Treaty on European Union and
a copy of the agreement and—

(a) the agreement has been approved by resolution of the House of Commons on
a motion moved by a Minister of the Crown, and

(b) a motion for the House of Lords to take note of the agreement has been tabled
in the House of Lords by a Minister of the Crown and—

(i) the House of Lords has debated the motion, or
(ii) the House of Lords has not concluded a debate on the motion before

the end of the period of two Lords sitting days beginning with the
first Lords sitting day after the day on which the House of Commons
passes the resolution mentioned in paragraph (a).

(2) The condition in this subsection is that a Minister of the Crown has laid before each
House of Parliament a statement that the United Kingdom is to leave the European
Union without an agreement having been reached under Article 50(2) of the Treaty
on European Union and—

(a) the statement has been approved by resolution of the House of Commons on
a motion moved by a Minister of the Crown in the following form—

“That this House approves the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the
European Union under Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union on exit day,
without a withdrawal agreement as defined in section 20(1) of the European
Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018”, and

(b) a motion for the House of Lords to take note of the statement has been tabled
in the House of Lords by a Minister of the Crown and—

(i) the House of Lords has debated the motion, or
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(ii) the House of Lords has not concluded a debate on the motion before
the end of the period of two Lords sitting days beginning with the
first Lords sitting day after the day on which the House of Commons
passes the resolution mentioned in paragraph (a).

(3) If neither of the conditions in subsection (1) or subsection (2) is satisfied,
subsection (4) must be complied with no later than 19 October 2019.

(4) The Prime Minister must seek to obtain from the European Council an extension of
the period under Article 50(3) of the Treaty on European Union ending at 11.00pm
on 31 October 2019 by sending to the President of the European Council a letter in
the form set out in the Schedule to this Act requesting an extension of that period
to 11.00pm on 31 January 2020 in order to debate and pass a Bill to implement the
agreement between the United Kingdom and the European Union under Article 50(2)
of the Treaty on European Union, including provisions reflecting the outcome of inter-
party talks as announced by the Prime Minister on 21 May 2019, and in particular the
need for the United Kingdom to secure changes to the political declaration to reflect
the outcome of those inter-party talks.

(5) If, following a request for an extension under subsection (4) but before the end of 30
October 2019, the condition in subsection (1) or the condition in subsection (2) is met,
the Prime Minister may withdraw or modify the request.


