
Changes to legislation: Sentencing Act 2020, Section 23 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 22 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Sentencing Act 2020
2020 CHAPTER 17

SECOND GROUP OF PARTSProvisions applying to sentencing courts generally

PART 2

POWERS EXERCISABLE BEFORE PASSING SENTENCE

CHAPTER 2

COMMITTAL TO THE CROWN COURT FOR SENTENCE

Power of Crown Court on committal for sentence

23 Power of Crown Court on committal for sentence under section 20

(1) Subsection (2) applies where under section 20(2) or (4)(a) (committal for sentence in
certain cases where offender committed in respect of another offence) a magistrates'
court commits a person to be dealt with by the Crown Court in respect of an offence.

(2) The Crown Court—
(a) must inquire into the circumstances of the case, and
(b) may deal with the offender for the offence in any way in which the magistrates'

court could have dealt with the offender (assuming it had convicted the
offender of the offence).

(3) Subsection (4) applies where under section 20(4)(b) a magistrates' court commits a
person to be dealt with by the Crown Court in respect of a suspended sentence.

(4) The powers under paragraphs 13 and 14 of Schedule 16 (power of court to deal with
suspended sentence) are exercisable by the Crown Court.

(5) Subsection (6) applies where under section 20 a magistrates' court commits a person
to be dealt with by the Crown Court.



2 Sentencing Act 2020 (c. 17)
PART 2 – Powers exercisable before passing sentence

CHAPTER 2 – Committal to the Crown Court for sentence
Document Generated: 2024-07-22

Changes to legislation: Sentencing Act 2020, Section 23 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 22 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(6) Without prejudice to subsections (1) to (4), any duty or power which, apart from this
subsection, would fall to be discharged or exercised by the magistrates' court—

(a) is not to be discharged or exercised by that court, but
(b) is instead to be discharged or may instead be exercised by the Crown Court.

This does not apply to any duty imposed on a magistrates' court by section 25(1) or
(2) of the Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988 (duties relating to information).
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– s. 397A(6)(7) inserted by 2020 c. 17 Sch. 22 para. 19(4)
– s. 418(2A) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(5)
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