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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 8

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT: POWERS OF POLICE OFFICERS AND PRISON AUTHORITIES

PART 1

GENERAL POWERS OF POLICE OFFICERS

Power of constable to require an unmanned aircraft to be grounded
1 (1) A constable may exercise the power conferred by this paragraph if the constable has

reasonable grounds for believing that a flight by an unmanned aircraft is taking place.

(2) The constable may require a person to ground the aircraft if—
(a) the constable has reasonable grounds for believing that the person is

controlling the unmanned aircraft, and
(b) the constable has reasonable grounds for suspecting that the unmanned

aircraft has been, is, or is likely to be, involved in the commission of an
offence (including an offence under this Act).

(3) A person is guilty of an offence if—
(a) the person without reasonable excuse fails to comply with a requirement

under this paragraph, and
(b) the person is controlling the unmanned aircraft.

(4) A person who is guilty of an offence under this paragraph is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 8 para. 1 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I2 Sch. 8 para. 1 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Power of constable to stop and search persons or vehicles
2 (1) A constable may exercise the power conferred by this paragraph if the constable is

in a place to which the constable lawfully has access (whether or not it is a place to
which the public has access).

(2) The constable may search—
(a) a person,
(b) a vehicle, or
(c) anything which is in or on a vehicle,

if Condition A, Condition B or Condition C is satisfied.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
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(3) Condition A is that the constable has reasonable grounds for suspecting that—
(a) the constable will find an unmanned aircraft or an article associated with an

unmanned aircraft, and
(b) the unmanned aircraft, or the article associated with an unmanned aircraft,

is or has been involved in the commission of—
(i) an offence under article 94A, 240, 265A(2) or 265B(2) of the ANO

2016, or
(ii) any relevant prison offence.

(4) Condition B is that the constable has reasonable grounds for suspecting that—
(a) the constable will find an unmanned aircraft or an article associated with an

unmanned aircraft,
(b) the unmanned aircraft, or the article associated with an unmanned aircraft,

is or has been involved in the commission of—
(i) an offence under article 239(4) of the ANO 2016,

(ii) a relevant offence under article 265B(3) of the ANO 2016, or
(iii) a relevant offence under article 265E(7) of the ANO 2016, and

(c) the commission of that offence involves or involved the use of the unmanned
aircraft, or the article associated with an unmanned aircraft, for one or more
of the following purposes—

(i) to endanger any other aircraft (whether or not an unmanned aircraft);
(ii) to cause any person harm, harassment, alarm or distress;

(iii) to undermine security or good order and discipline in any prison or
in any other institution where persons are lawfully detained;

(iv) to damage property (including land or buildings);
(v) to threaten national security.

(5) Condition C is that the constable has reasonable grounds for suspecting that—
(a) the constable will find an article which is or has been involved in the

commission of any relevant prison offence, and
(b) the commission of that offence involves or involved the use of an unmanned

aircraft.

(6) A constable may seize anything that the constable discovers in the course of a search
under this paragraph if the constable has reasonable grounds for believing that it is
evidence in relation to—

(a) an offence under any of these provisions of the ANO 2016—
(i) article 94A (certain unmanned aircraft: permission for flights over

or near aerodromes);
(ii) article 239(4) (prohibited or restricted flying);

(iii) article 240 (endangering safety of an aircraft);
(iv) article 265A(2) (various requirements under the Unmanned Aircraft

Implementing Regulation relating to UAS operators);
(v) article 265B(2) (various requirements under the Unmanned Aircraft

Implementing Regulation relating to remote pilots);
(b) a relevant offence under article 265B(3) of the ANO 2016;
(c) a relevant offence under article 265E(7) of the ANO 2016; or
(d) a relevant prison offence.
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Commencement Information
I3 Sch. 8 para. 2 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I4 Sch. 8 para. 2 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Power to enter and search premises under warrant
3 (1) If a justice of the peace is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for believing

that articles to which this paragraph applies are on any premises, the justice of the
peace may issue a warrant authorising a constable to—

(a) enter and search the premises, and
(b) seize anything found there which the constable has reason to believe is such

an article.

(2) This paragraph applies to an article if it is—
(a) an unmanned aircraft, or
(b) an article associated with an unmanned aircraft,

which has been involved in the commission of a relevant unmanned aircraft offence.

(3) The power to search conferred by sub-paragraph (1)(a) is only a power to search to
the extent that is reasonably required for the purpose of discovering—

(a) an unmanned aircraft, or
(b) an article associated with an unmanned aircraft.

(4) In England and Wales, sections 15 and 16 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act
1984 (execution of search warrants and safeguards) apply to warrants issued under
this paragraph.

(5) In Northern Ireland, Articles 17 and 18 of the Police and Criminal Evidence
(Northern Ireland) Order 1989 (execution of search warrants and safeguards) apply
to warrants issued under this paragraph.

(6) In Scotland—
(a) a warrant under this paragraph may be issued on the application of a

constable or a procurator fiscal;
(b) the application must be supported by evidence on oath;
(c) the person applying for the warrant must answer on oath any question that

the justice of the peace, summary sheriff or sheriff hearing the application
asks the person;

(d) in the case of an application made by a procurator fiscal, that requirement
may be met by a constable;

(e) a warrant under this paragraph may authorise persons to accompany any
constable who is executing it if the justice, summary sheriff or sheriff issuing
the warrant is satisfied that their presence is likely to be helpful to the search;

(f) a person so authorised may exercise any power conferred by the warrant, but
only in the company of, and under the supervision of, a constable.

(7) In the application of this paragraph to Scotland, for each reference to a justice of
the peace (except those in sub-paragraph (6)) substitute references to a justice of the
peace or a summary sheriff or a sheriff.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k


4 Air Traffic Management and Unmanned Aircraft Act 2021 (c. 12)
SCHEDULE 8 – Unmanned aircraft: powers of police officers and prison authorities

Document Generated: 2024-06-24
Status: Point in time view as at 18/02/2022.

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Air Traffic
Management and Unmanned Aircraft Act 2021, PART 1. (See end of Document for details)

(8) In the application of this paragraph to Northern Ireland, for each reference to a justice
of the peace substitute a reference to a lay magistrate.

Commencement Information
I5 Sch. 8 para. 3 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I6 Sch. 8 para. 3 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Supplementary powers
4 (1) A constable may if necessary use reasonable force for the purpose of exercising a

power conferred by this Schedule.

(2) In England and Wales, section 22(1) to (4) and (7) of the Police and Criminal
Evidence Act 1984 (retention) apply to anything seized under this Schedule.

(3) In Northern Ireland, Article 24(1) to (4) and (7) of the Police and Criminal Evidence
(Northern Ireland) Order 1989 (retention) apply to anything seized under this
Schedule.

(4) Sub-paragraphs (5) and (6) apply in relation to Scotland.

(5) Anything seized under this Schedule may be retained for as long as is necessary in
all the circumstances and in particular—

(a) for use as evidence at a trial for a relevant unmanned aircraft offence, or
(b) for forensic examination or for investigation in connection with a relevant

unmanned aircraft offence.

(6) An item may not be retained for either of the purposes mentioned in sub-
paragraph (5) if a photograph or a copy would be sufficient for that purpose.

(7) The powers conferred by this Schedule are in addition to any power otherwise
conferred.

Commencement Information
I7 Sch. 8 para. 4 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I8 Sch. 8 para. 4 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Meaning of “relevant unmanned aircraft offence”
5 In this Schedule “relevant unmanned aircraft offence” means—

(a) an offence under this Act;
(b) any of these offences under the ANO 2016—

(i) an offence under article 94A(1), 239(4), 265A(2) or 265B(2) of the
ANO 2016;

(ii) a relevant offence under article 265B(3) of the ANO 2016;
(iii) a relevant offence under article 265E(7) of the ANO 2016;
(iv) an offence under the law of Scotland which arises under any other

provision of the ANO 2016 and relates to unmanned aircraft,
except an offence which is triable only summarily;

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
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(c) an offence under any of these provisions—
(i) section 40C(2) or (3) of the Prison Act 1952;

(ii) section 34B(2) or (3) of the Prison Act (Northern Ireland) 1953;
(iii) section 41 or 41ZA of the Prisons (Scotland) Act 1989;

(d) a Scottish common law prison offence.

Commencement Information
I9 Sch. 8 para. 5 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I10 Sch. 8 para. 5 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Meaning of “relevant offence under article 265B(3) of the ANO 2016”
6 In this Schedule “relevant offence under article 265B(3) of the ANO 2016” means

an offence under article 265B(3) of the ANO 2016 committed by the contravention
of a relevant requirement set out or referred to in any of the following provisions
of the ANO 2016—

(a) article 265B(5)(a), (h), (i) or (j);
(b) article 265B(6);
(c) article 265B(7)(e), but only insofar as that requirement (to comply

with authorised limitations and conditions) regulates the operation of an
unmanned aircraft during flight;

(d) article 265B(7)(f), (g) or (i);
(e) article 265B(8), but only insofar as that requirement (conditions under

which operations in the framework of the model aircraft clubs or
associations may be conducted) regulates the operation of an unmanned
aircraft during flight.

Commencement Information
I11 Sch. 8 para. 6 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I12 Sch. 8 para. 6 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Meaning of “relevant offence under article 265E(7) of the ANO 2016”
7 In this Schedule “relevant offence under article 265E(7) of the ANO 2016” means

an offence under article 265E(7) of the ANO 2016 committed by the contravention
of a relevant requirement set out or referred to in any of the following provisions
of the ANO 2016—

(a) article 265E(2)(a)(vi), (vii) or (viii);
(b) article 265E(2)(b)(ix), (x) or (xi);
(c) article 265E(5)(a);
(d) article 265E(6).

Commencement Information
I13 Sch. 8 para. 7 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I14 Sch. 8 para. 7 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
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Meaning of “relevant prison offence”
8 In this Schedule “relevant prison offence” means—

(a) an offence under any of these provisions of the Prison Act 1952—
(i) section 39 (assisting a prisoner to escape);

(ii) section 40B (conveyance etc of List A articles into or out of
prison);

(iii) section 40C (conveyance etc of List B or C articles into or out of
prison);

(iv) section 40CB (throwing articles into prison);
(b) an offence under any of these provisions of the Prison Act (Northern

Ireland) 1953—
(i) section 29(1) (assisting escape from lawful custody);

(ii) section 33 (facilitating escape by conveying things into prison);
(iii) section 34A (conveyance etc of List A articles into or out of

prison);
(iv) section 34B (conveyance etc of List B or C articles into or out of

prison);
(c) an offence under either of these provisions of the Prisons (Scotland) Act

1989—
(i) section 41 (unlawful introduction of proscribed articles into a

prison);
(ii) section 41ZA (provision to and use by prisoners of personal

communication devices);
(d) a Scottish common law prison offence.

Commencement Information
I15 Sch. 8 para. 8 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I16 Sch. 8 para. 8 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Meaning of “Scottish common law prison offence”
9 (1) In this Schedule “Scottish common law prison offence” means—

(a) an offence at common law in Scotland committed by assisting a prisoner in
a penal institution in Scotland in escaping or attempting to escape from the
institution;

(b) an offence at common law in Scotland committed by, intending to facilitate
the escape of a prisoner from a penal institution in Scotland, doing any of
the following things—

(i) bringing, throwing or otherwise conveying anything into the
institution;

(ii) causing another person to bring, throw or otherwise convey anything
into the institution;

(iii) giving anything to a prisoner or leaving anything in any place
(whether inside or outside the institution).

(2) In this paragraph—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
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“penal institution” has the meaning given by section 108 of the Criminal
Justice (Scotland) Act 2016;

“prisoner” means a person who is detained or imprisoned in such an
institution.

Commencement Information
I17 Sch. 8 para. 9 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I18 Sch. 8 para. 9 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

Other interpretation
10 (1) In this Schedule—

“article associated with an unmanned aircraft” includes—
(a) any component, part or product of an unmanned aircraft, and
(b) any equipment, including an electronic device, relating to an unmanned

aircraft;
“premises” includes any place and, in particular, includes—

(a) any vehicle;
(b) any offshore installation;
(c) any renewable energy installation (that expression having the same

meaning as in Chapter 2 of Part 2 of the Energy Act 2004);
(d) any tent or movable structure;

“property” includes land and buildings;
“vehicle” includes any vessel, aircraft (whether or not an unmanned

aircraft) or hovercraft.

(2) A reference in this Schedule to a provision of subordinate legislation (whenever the
reference is passed or made) is a reference to that provision as it has effect from time
to time.

(3) Sub-paragraph (2) is subject to any contrary provision made in subordinate
legislation.

Commencement Information
I19 Sch. 8 para. 10 in force at 29.4.2021 for specified purposes, see s. 21(1)(a)
I20 Sch. 8 para. 10 in force at 29.6.2021 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2021/748, reg. 2(k)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2021/748/regulation/2/k
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