
Online Safety Act 2023 (c. 50)
SCHEDULE 12 – OFCOM’s powers of entry, inspection and audit
Document Generated: 2024-09-09

1

Status: Point in time view as at 26/10/2023. This version of this provision is not valid for this point in time.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for
the Online Safety Act 2023, Paragraph 18. (See end of Document for details)

S C H E D U L E S

VALID FROM 10/01/2024

SCHEDULE 12

OFCOM’S POWERS OF ENTRY, INSPECTION AND AUDIT

Offences
18 (1) A person commits an offence if—

(a) the person intentionally obstructs a person acting under this Schedule;
(b) the person fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply with any

requirement imposed by a person acting under this Schedule;
(c) in response to a requirement imposed by a person acting under this

Schedule, the person provides information that is false in a material respect,
knowing that it is false in a material respect or being reckless as to whether
it is false in a material respect.

(2) A person who commits an offence under this paragraph is liable—
(a) on summary conviction in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a term

not exceeding the general limit in a magistrates’ court or a fine (or both);
(b) on summary conviction in Scotland, to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding 12 months or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (or
both);

(c) on summary conviction in Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 6 months or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (or
both);

(d) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2
years or a fine (or both).

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 12 para. 18 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 240(1)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/50/section/240/1
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