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Seafarers Wages Act 2023
2023 CHAPTER 8

Introductory

1 Services to which this Act applies

(1) This Act applies to a service for the carriage of persons or goods by ship, with or
without vehicles, between a place outside the United Kingdom and a place in the
United Kingdom.

(2) But this Act does not apply to—
(a) a service that is for the purpose of leisure or recreation, or
(b) a service provided by a fishing vessel.

(3) Regulations may specify matters that must or must not be taken into account in
determining whether provision for the carriage of persons or goods between two places
by ship on two or more journeys constitutes a single service.

(4) In this Act “ship” includes—
(a) any kind of vessel used in navigation, and
(b) hovercraft.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 1 in force at Royal Assent, see s. 20(2)(b)

2 Non-qualifying seafarers

In this Act, “non-qualifying seafarer” means a person—
(a) who works on a ship providing a service to which this Act applies,
(b) whose work on the ship is carried out in relation to the provision of the service,

and

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/8/section/20/2/b


2 Seafarers Wages Act 2023 (c. 8)
Document Generated: 2024-07-23

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Seafarers
Wages Act 2023, Cross Heading: Introductory. (See end of Document for details)

(c) who fails to qualify for the national minimum wage in respect of that work
merely because, for the purposes of the National Minimum Wage Act 1998,
the person does not work, or does not ordinarily work, in the United Kingdom.
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