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Automated Vehicles Act 2024

2024 CHAPTER 10

PART 1

REGULATORY SCHEME FOR AUTOMATED VEHICLES

CHAPTER 1

AUTHORISATION OF ROAD VEHICLES FOR AUTOMATED USE
Self-driving capability

Basic concepts
(1) This section applies for the purposes of this Part.

(2) A vehicle “satisfies the self-driving test” if—

(a) it is designed or adapted with the intention that a feature of the vehicle will
allow it to travel autonomously, and

(b) itis capable of doing so, by means of that feature, safely and legally.

(3) Whether a vehicle satisfies the test is to be assessed by reference to the location and
circumstances of that intended travel (and may differ in respect of different locations
and circumstances).

(4) A “feature” of a vehicle is a combination of mechanical or electronic operations that
equipment of the vehicle performs.

(5) A vehicle travels “autonomously” if—
(a) itisbeing controlled not by an individual but by equipment of the vehicle, and

(b) neither the vehicle nor its surroundings are being monitored by an individual
with a view to immediate intervention in the driving of the vehicle.

(6) References to “control” of a vehicle are to control of the motion of the vehicle.
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(7) A vehicle that travels autonomously does so—
(a) “safely” if it travels to an acceptably safe standard, and

(b) “legally” if it travels with an acceptably low risk of committing a traffic
infraction.

(8) In assessing whether a vehicle is capable of travelling autonomously and safely, the
Secretary of State must have particular regard to the statement of safety principles.

Statement of safety principles

(1) The Secretary of State must prepare a statement of the principles that the Secretary of
State proposes to apply in assessing, for the purposes of this Part, whether a vehicle
is capable of travelling autonomously and safely.

(2) The principles must be framed with a view to securing that—

(a) authorised automated vehicles will achieve a level of safety equivalent to, or
higher than, that of careful and competent human drivers, and

(b) road safety in Great Britain will be better as a result of the use of authorised
automated vehicles on roads than it would otherwise be.

(3) In preparing the statement, the Secretary of State must consult such representative
organisations as the Secretary of State thinks fit.

(4) Those organisations must include organisations appearing to the Secretary of State to
represent—

(a) the interests of businesses involved, or likely to be involved, in the
manufacture or operation of mechanically propelled road vehicles designed
to travel autonomously,

(b) the interests of road users, and
(c) the cause of road safety.

(5) The prepared statement must be laid before Parliament.
(6) The statement takes effect if both Houses of Parliament resolve that it should.

(7) The Secretary of State may revise or replace the statement that has effect under this
section; and subsections (2) to (5) apply to a revision or replacement.

(8) A revision or replacement takes effect at the end of the period of 40 days beginning
with the day on which it is laid, unless either House resolves before then that it should
not.

(9) For the purposes of subsection (8)—
(a) where a revision or replacement is laid before each House on different days,
the later day is to be taken to be the day on which it was laid before both
Houses, and
(b) in counting any period of 40 days, no account is to be taken of any time during
which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which both Houses are
adjourned for more than four days.

(10) The power in section 3 may not be exercised until a statement has effect under this
section.
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Grant of authorisation

3 Power to authorise

(1) The Secretary of State may authorise a road vehicle for use as an automated vehicle
if—
(a) in the opinion of the Secretary of State, the vehicle satisfies the self-driving
test by reference to intended travel on a road (in at least some circumstances),
and

(b) any applicable initial authorisation requirements are met (see section 5).

(2) An automated vehicle authorisation may—

(a) be limited to an individual vehicle, or individual vehicles, identified in the
authorisation, or

(b) extend to all vehicles of a type described in the authorisation.

(3) The description of a type under subsection (2)(b) must be formulated with a view to
securing that the Secretary of State’s assessment for the purposes of subsection (1)(a),
and the contents of the authorisation, will be equally applicable in relation to any
vehicle of that type.

4 Authorised automation features

(1) An automated vehicle authorisation must identify the feature or features by virtue of
which (in the opinion of the Secretary of State) the vehicle satisfies the self-driving
test.

(2) More than one feature may be identified if it appears to the Secretary of State that each
can reasonably be characterised as amounting to a distinct capability of the vehicle.

(3) In relation to each feature identified in the authorisation, the authorisation must
specify—
(a) whether the mode of operation of the feature is “user-in-charge” or “no-user-
in-charge”,
(b) how the feature is engaged and disengaged, and

(c) the locations and circumstances by reference to which (in the opinion of the
Secretary of State) the vehicle satisfies the self-driving test by virtue of the
feature.

(4) The locations specified in the authorisation may include places other than roads.

(5) If more than one feature is identified in an authorisation, the Secretary of State must
discharge the duty in subsection (3)(b) in a way that will make it possible to ascertain
which feature (if any) is engaged at any given moment.

Authorisation requirements

5 Authorisation requirements and conditions

(1) The Secretary of State may, by regulations, impose requirements (“authorisation
requirements’) that must be met—
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(a) for a vehicle to be authorised under section 3 (“initial authorisation
requirements”), or

(b) as a condition of a vehicle remaining authorised (‘“ongoing authorisation
requirements”).

(2) Ongoing authorisation requirements may include a requirement for compliance with
any conditions that the Secretary of State attaches to an individual authorisation
(“authorisation conditions”).

(3) Authorisation conditions may relate to anything to which authorisation requirements
may relate.

(4) A duty in relation to the imposition of authorisation requirements may be met (in
whole or in part) by means of an authorisation requirement of the sort described in
subsection (2) in combination with authorisation conditions.

Authorised self-driving entities

(1) The Secretary of State must impose authorisation requirements designed to secure
that, in respect of each automated vehicle authorisation, a person is designated as the
“authorised self-driving entity” for the authorised vehicle at all times.

(2) Authorisation requirements may include requirements that a person has to satisfy in
order to be, or remain, an authorised self-driving entity.

(3) The Secretary of State must impose authorisation requirements designed to secure,
so far as the Secretary of State considers reasonably practicable, that the following
objectives are met.

(4) The objectives are—

(a) that an authorised self-driving entity should have general responsibility for
ensuring that an authorised automated vehicle continues to satisfy the self-
driving test by virtue of its authorised automation features, and

(b) that an authorised self-driving entity should be—

(1) of good repute,
(i1) of good financial standing, and
(iii) capable of competently discharging any authorisation requirements
imposed on it for the purposes of paragraph (a).

(5) Authorisation requirements may include requirements as to the payment of fees by
authorised self-driving entities for the grant or continuation of an automated vehicle
authorisation.

Transition demands

(1) Subsection (3) applies if authorisation requirements in relation to a vehicle with an
authorised user-in-charge feature require the vehicle to be able to issue a transition
demand while that feature is engaged.

(2) A “transition demand” is a demand, communicated by equipment of a vehicle in which
an authorised user-in-charge feature is engaged, that the user-in-charge assume control
of the vehicle by the end of a period of time beginning with the communication of the
demand (the “transition period”).
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(3) The Secretary of State must impose authorisation requirements designed to secure, so
far as Secretary of State considers reasonably practicable, that—

(a) thetransition demand will be capable of being perceived by anyone who might
legally be a user-in-charge of the vehicle (having regard in particular to users-
in-charge with disabilities),

(b) the transition period will be long enough for the user-in-charge to prepare to
assume, and assume, control of the vehicle,

(c) the vehicle will continue to travel autonomously, safely and legally during the
transition period,

(d) equipment of the vehicle will make a further communication at the end of the
transition period to alert the user-in-charge to the ending of the period, and

(e) the vehicle will deal safely with a situation where the user-in-charge fails to
assume control by the end of the transition period.

Variation, suspension and withdrawal of authorisation

8 Power to vary, suspend or withdraw

(1) The Secretary of State may vary, suspend or withdraw an automated vehicle
authorisation with the agreement of the authorised self-driving entity for the authorised
automated vehicle concerned.

(2) The Secretary of State may vary, suspend or withdraw an automated vehicle
authorisation without that agreement if the Secretary of State is satisfied that a
unilateral ground has arisen in respect of the authorisation.

(3) The Secretary of State may suspend or temporarily vary an automated vehicle
authorisation without that agreement if the Secretary of State—

(a) suspects that a unilateral ground has arisen in respect of the authorisation, and
(b) proposes to enquire into whether it has.

(4) For the purposes of this section, a unilateral ground arises in respect of an authorisation
if—
(a) an authorisation requirement is not or has not been met in respect of the
authorised vehicle,

(b) the authorised vehicle has committed a traffic infraction, or

(c) the authorised vehicle no longer satisfies the self-driving test by reference to
all authorised locations and circumstances.

(5) A suspension or variation under subsection (3) may not be kept in force after the
process of enquiry has concluded, except for so long as may be necessary to allow
action to be taken under subsection (2).

(6) An authorisation may be suspended or varied under subsection (2) even if it is already
suspended, or varied in the same way, under subsection (3) (in which case the new
suspension or variation supersedes the existing one).

(7) Part 1 of Schedule 1—

(a) makes provision about the procedure applicable in connection with variation,
suspension or withdrawal under subsection (2) or (3) (including rights of
appeal), and
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(b) provides for a further case in which an authorisation may be varied, suspended
or withdrawn without agreement.

Further provision about variation, suspension and withdrawal

(1) References in this Part to varying an automated vehicle authorisation include varying,
adding to or omitting authorisation conditions attached to the authorisation.

(2) The variation of an authorisation may be temporary or permanent.
(3) An authorisation as varied must be such as the Secretary of State could grant anew.

(4) The suspension or temporary variation of an authorisation—
(a) may be for a fixed period or indefinite, and
(b) may be lifted or reversed by the Secretary of State at any time.

(5) The suspension of an authorisation means that—

(a) the authorised automated vehicle in question is no longer to be considered
such for the purposes of sections 46, 78 and 79, and

(b) an authorised no-user-in-charge feature identified in the authorisation is no
longer to be considered such for the purposes of section 34B(2) of the Road
Traffic Act 1988,

but does not otherwise affect the authorisation.

(6) A relevant authorisation measure takes effect—

(a) when notice of it is issued to the authorised self-driving entity for the
authorised automated vehicle concerned, or

(b) at such later time as is specified in the notice.

(7) In subsection (6), “relevant authorisation measure” means—
(a) the variation, suspension or withdrawal of an automated vehicle authorisation,
(b) the reversal of a variation,
(c) the lifting of a suspension, or

(d) the restoration of a withdrawn authorisation (further to a direction under
paragraph 3(3) or 4(5) of Schedule 1).

(8) The Secretary of State must impose authorisation requirements designed to reduce
the likelihood of a person’s unknowingly using a vehicle in a way that is no longer
in accordance with an automated vehicle authorisation as a result of a variation,
suspension or withdrawal.

Administration

Register of authorisations
(1) The Secretary of State must keep a public register of automated vehicle authorisations.
(2) An automated vehicle authorisation takes effect when it is entered in the register.

(3) The register must record, in relation to each authorisation, the identity of the authorised
self-driving entity for the authorised automated vehicle.
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(4) The Secretary of State must amend the register to reflect any relevant authorisation
measure as soon as possible after it takes effect.

(5) In subsection (4), “relevant authorisation measure” has the meaning given by
section 9(7).

Regulations about authorisation procedure

(1) The Secretary of State may make regulations about the procedure to be followed in
connection with—

(a) the grant of automated vehicle authorisations;

(b) the variation, suspension or withdrawal of automated vehicle authorisations
with the agreement of the authorised self-driving entity.

(2) Such regulations may, in particular, make provision about—

(a) the form and content of applications for authorisation, and by whom they may
be made;

(b) fees payable in respect of applications for authorisation;
(¢c) the examination of vehicles;

(d) the notification of decisions;

(e) reviews of, or appeals against, decisions.

CHAPTER 2

LICENSING OF OPERATORS FOR VEHICLE USE WITHOUT USER-IN-CHARGE

Power to establish operator licensing scheme

(1) The Secretary of State may, by regulations (“operator licensing regulations”), make
provision—
(a) for the licensing of persons as no-user-in-charge operators;

(b) imposing requirements on those persons in connection with no-user-in-charge
journeys or the vehicles that undertake them;

(c) for the keeping of a public register of those persons (and associated
information).

(2) A “no-user-in-charge journey” is a journey by a vehicle with an authorised no-user-
in-charge feature during which (at any point)—

(a) that feature is engaged, or
(b) there is no individual in the vehicle who is exercising control of it.

(3) For the purposes of this Part, a no-user-in-charge journey is “overseen” by a licensed
no-user-in-charge operator if the operator is, in respect of the journey, subject to
requirements imposed under subsection (1)(b).

(4) If the Secretary of State makes operator licensing regulations, the Secretary of State
must do so in a way that is designed to secure, so far as the Secretary of State considers
reasonably practicable, that the following objectives are met.

(5) The objectives are—
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(a) that a licensed no-user-in-charge operator should have general responsibility
for the detection of, and response to, problems arising during a no-user-in-
charge journey overseen by the operator, and

(b) that a licensed no-user-in-charge operator should be—
(1) of good repute,
(i1) of good financial standing, and

(iii) capable of competently discharging any requirements imposed on it
for the purposes of paragraph (a).

Further provision about operator licensing
(1) This section makes further provision about operator licensing regulations.

(2) The regulations may, in particular, make provision for and about the grant, retention,
variation, renewal, expiry, suspension or withdrawal of licences.

(3) That includes provision—
(a) about the form and content of applications for licences (or their renewal);
(b) about fees payable in respect of—
(i) applications for licences (or their renewal), or
(i1) the grant, retention or renewal of licences;
(c) about the notification of decisions;
(d) about reviews of, or appeals against, decisions;
(e) conferring functions on the Secretary of State or on traffic commissioners.

(4) The regulations may impose on a licensed no-user-in-charge operator a requirement
to comply with any conditions that are attached to an individual licence.

CHAPTER 3

PROVISION OF INFORMATION BY REGULATED BODIES
Requirements imposed by regulations

Collection and sharing of information

(1) Authorisation requirements may include requirements as to the collection and sharing
of information by an authorised self-driving entity.

(2) Operator licensing regulations may impose requirements as to the collection and
sharing of information by a licensed no-user-in-charge operator.

(3) Those references to sharing include—
(a) sharing with the Secretary of State or other public authorities, and
(b) sharing with private businesses (such as vehicle manufacturers or insurers).

(4) Authorisation requirements or operator licensing regulations that require an authorised
self-driving entity or licensed no-user-in-charge operator to share information must
specify the purpose for which the information is to be shared.
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15 Nomination of individuals

(1) Authorisation requirements may require a person who is, or is seeking to become,
an authorised self-driving entity to nominate an individual to be responsible for
information that is, or has to be, provided by the person to the Secretary to the State
for the purposes of this Part.

(2) Operator licensing regulations may require a person who is, or is seeking to become,
a licensed no-user-in-charge operator to nominate an individual to be responsible for
information that is, or has to be, provided by the person to the Secretary to the State
for the purposes of this Part.

(3) Requirements of the sort described in subsection (1) or (2) must be accompanied by—

(a) provision requiring that an individual is not nominated without the
individual’s consent, and

(b) provision about the circumstances in which an individual ceases to stand
nominated further to the requirements.

Requirements imposed by notice

16 Purpose for which notices may be given

(1) In this Part, “the investigative purposes”, in relation to a regulated body, are the
domestic purposes and the international purpose set out in this section.

(2) The domestic purposes are the purposes of—
(a) assessing whether a regulatory requirement is being, or has been, met—
(i) by the regulated body, or
(i) in relation to authorised automated vehicles for which the regulated
body is or has been responsible,
(b) investigating whether, how or why an authorised automated vehicle has
committed a traffic infraction while the regulated body was responsible for it,
(c) assessing whether an authorised automated vehicle for which the regulated
body is or has been responsible continues to satisfy the self-driving test by
reference to the authorised locations and circumstances, and
(d) investigating—

(1) a suspected offence under section 24 by the regulated body, or another
regulated body that is or has been responsible for a vehicle for which
the regulated body is or has been responsible, or

(i1) a suspected offence under section 25, or a suspected offence arising
by virtue of section 26 or 27, that is predicated on an offence within
sub-paragraph (i).

(3) The international purpose is the purpose of sharing information with an authority in a
country or territory outside Great Britain (an “overseas authority”), where—

(a) the overseas authority has requested the information,

(b) the overseas authority has functions under the law of that country or territory
that are similar to those referred to in subsection (2), and

(c) the information is likely to assist the overseas authority in performing those
functions in respect of the regulated body.
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Power to issue information notice

(1) The Secretary of State may issue an information notice to a regulated body if the
Secretary of State considers it appropriate to do so for any of the investigative
purposes.

(2) An information notice is a notice requiring the regulated body to provide information
to the Secretary of State.

(3) An information notice must specify—
(a) the information that must be provided,
(b) the form and manner in which it must be provided, and
(c) when (or by when) it must be provided.

(4) In specifying the form and manner in which information must be provided, an
information notice may, in particular—

(a) require documents, or copies of documents, to be produced;

(b) require the information to be provided in a form different from that in which
it currently exists;

(c) require the regulated body to procure the attendance of an individual at a
particular place and at a particular time in order to provide the information.

(5) An information notice must explain the consequences of the notice under section 19(5)
(if applicable) and section 20.

Power to issue interview notice

(1) The Secretary of State may issue an interview notice to a regulated body if the
Secretary of State considers it appropriate to do so for any of the investigative
purposes.

(2) An interview notice is a notice requiring the regulated body to procure the attendance
of an individual at a particular place and at a particular time in order to answer
questions.

(3) An interview notice must indicate in general terms the intended subject-matter of the
questioning.

(4) An interview notice must explain the consequences of the notice under sections 19(5)
and 20.

Notices requiring individual attendance

(1) This section applies in relation to—

(a) an information notice so far as it includes a requirement of the sort described
in section 17(4)(c), and

(b) an interview notice.

(2) The notice may—
(a) identify a particular individual, or
(b) describe a class of individuals.

(3) The individual, or the individuals within that class, must be carrying out, or have
carried out, paid work for the regulated body (in whatever capacity).
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(4) But that individual or those individuals need not have any further connection with the
United Kingdom.

(5) The regulated body complies with the notice if it takes all steps that it could reasonably
be expected to take in order to—

(a) procure the attendance of the identified individual, or an individual within the
described class, at the place and time specified in the notice, and

(b) enable that individual to provide the information specified, or answer
questions on the subject-matter indicated, in the notice.

(6) The references in sections 17(4)(c) and 18(2) to attendance at a particular place
include attendance at a particular meeting held remotely by electronic means (and
section 20(3)(c)(i) and (4)(c)(i) is to be read accordingly).

20 Offences of non-compliance

(1) A regulated body commits an offence if it—
(a) fails to provide information as required by an information notice,

(b) provides, in purported compliance with an information notice, information
that is false or misleading in a material respect, or

(c) fails to comply with an information notice or interview notice as described
in section 19(5).

(2) It is a defence for the regulated body to prove that it took all reasonable precautions
and exercised all due diligence to avoid the commission of the offence.

(3) A person commits an offence if—

(a) the person is an individual identified in an information notice as described in
section 19(2)(a),
(b) the person has been made aware of the contents of the notice, and
(c) the person—
(1) fails, without reasonable excuse, to attend at the place and time

specified in the notice or provide information as required by the
notice, or

(i1) provides, in purported compliance with the notice, information that is
false or misleading in a material respect, knowing it to be so or being
reckless as to whether it is.

(4) A person commits an offence if—

(a) the person is an individual identified in an interview notice as described in
section 19(2)(a),
(b) the person has been made aware of the notice, and
(c) the person—
(1) fails, without reasonable excuse, to attend at the place and time
specified in the notice,

(ii) on being interviewed further to the notice, fails, without reasonable
excuse, to answer a question, or

(iii) on being interviewed further to the notice, answers a question in a
way that is false or misleading in a material particular, knowing it to
be so or being reckless as to whether it is.
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(5) A person commits an offence if—

(a) the person destroys, suppresses or alters, or causes or permits the destruction,
suppression or alteration of, any information, and

(b) the person does so with the intention of preventing the provision of accurate
information in response to an information notice, or at an interview undertaken
further to an interview notice.

(6) In subsection (5)—

(a) the reference to information required to be provided by an information notice
includes anything in or on which that information is recorded;

(b) the references to suppressing information include destroying the means of
reproducing information recorded otherwise than in a legible form.

(7) A person who commits an offence under this section is liable—

(a) on summary conviction in England or Wales, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding the general limit in a magistrates’ court or a fine (or both);

(b) onsummary conviction in Scotland, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
12 months or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (or both);

(c) onconviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years
or a fine (or both).

21 Enforcement by court

The High Court or the Court of Session may, on application by the Secretary of
State, make such order as the court thinks fit in order to secure compliance with an
information notice or interview notice by the person to whom it is issued.

22 Use of information obtained

(1) Subsections (2) to (4) apply to information obtained as a result of the exercise of a
power in section 17 or 18.

(2) The Secretary of State may use the information for any of the investigative purposes
in relation to any regulated body, irrespective of the purpose for which it was initially
obtained.

(3) If the information is shared with an overseas authority, it must be shared on terms
designed to prevent the overseas authority from—

(a) using the information for a purpose other than the purpose for which it was
disclosed, or

(b) further sharing the information,
without the Secretary of State’s consent.
(4) The Secretary of State may also use the information for the purposes of the

arrangements put in place under section 38 (monitoring and assessing the general
performance of automated vehicles).

(5) Subsection (6) applies to a statement made by a person in response to a notice under
section 17 or 18.
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(6) In any criminal proceedings against the person who made the statement, no evidence
relating to the statement may be adduced, and no question relating to it may be asked,
by or on behalf of the prosecution.

(7) Subsection (6) does not apply—
(a) ifthe proceedings are for—
(1) an offence under section 20, 24, 25 or 30,

(i1) an offence under section 5 of the Perjury Act 1911 (false statutory
declarations and other false statements without oath),

(iii) an offence under section 44(2) of the Criminal Law (Consolidation)
(Scotland) Act 1995 (false statements and declarations), or

(b) in any other proceedings, if evidence relating to the information is adduced,
or a question relating to the information is asked, by or on behalf of the person
who provided it.

(8) In this section, “overseas authority” has the meaning indicated by section 16(3).

23 Supplementary provision

(1) Where the Secretary of State has issued an information notice or an interview notice
to a regulated body, the Secretary of State may by further notice issued to that body—

(a) cancel the notice, or
(b) vary it in any way that does not make it more onerous.

(2) For the purposes of the sections from section 16 to this section, a person who has
ceased to be a regulated body is to be treated, in relation to anything that occurred
when the person was a regulated body, as if the person were still a regulated body.

Offences relating to information about safety

24 False or withheld information relevant to vehicle safety

(1) A person commits an offence if—
(a) the person is, or is seeking to become, a regulated body,
(b) the person provides to the Secretary of State—

(1) information about a vehicle for which the person is, has been, or is
seeking to become responsible, or

(i1) other information in connection with the person’s role (or proposed
role) as a regulated body, and

(¢c) the information is false or misleading in a respect in which it is releva