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Naval Discipline Act 1957 (repealed)
1957 CHAPTER 53 5 and 6 Eliz 2

PART II

TRIAL AND PUNISHMENT OF OFFENCES

Constitution of courts-martial

F153C Ordering of courts-martial.

(1) On being notified by the prosecuting authority of the charge preferred, a court
administration officer shall order a court-martial.

(2) The order assembling the court-martial shall specify—
(a) the date, time and place at which the court-martial is to sit;
(b) the officers who are to be members of the court-martial;
(c) which of those officers is to be president of the court-martial;

[F2(cc) any warrant officers who are to be members of the court-martial;]
(d) any other officers [F3or warrant officers] appointed for the purpose of filling

vacancies,
and shall state that a judge advocate appointed by or on behalf of the [F4Judge Advocate
General] is to be a member of the court-martial.

(3) At any time before the commencement of the trial, the court administration officer
may, in accordance with rules under section 58 of this Act, amend or withdraw the
order assembling the court-martial.

(4) The following shall not be eligible to be members of a court-martial for the trial of
a charge—

(a) the court administration officer;
(b) an officer who at any time between the date on which the preliminary charge

was reported to the commanding officer of the accused and the date of the
trial has been the commanding officer of the accused;
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(c) the higher authority to whom the preliminary charge against the accused was
referred;

(d) any other officer who has investigated the subject matter of the charge against
the accused;

(e) any other officer [F5or warrant officer] who under this Act has held, or has
acted as one of the persons holding, an inquiry into matters relating to the
subject matter of the charge against the accused.

(5) In subsection (4) above “the preliminary charge” means the charge referred to higher
authority by the commanding officer of the accused.
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