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Public Records Act 1958
1958 CHAPTER 51 6 and 7 Eliz 2

5 Access to public records.
F1(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F1(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F2(3) It shall be the duty of the Keeper of Public Records to arrange that reasonable facilities
are available to the public for inspecting and obtaining copies of those public records
in the Public Record Office which fall to be disclosed in accordance with the Freedom
of Information Act 2000.]

F3(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(5) The [F4Secretary of State] shall, as respects all public records in places of
deposit appointed by him under this Act outside the Public Record Office, require
arrangements to be made for their inspection by the public comparable to those made
for public records in the Public Record Office F5. . ..

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 5(1)(2) repealed (1.1.2005) by 2000 c. 36, ss. 67, 86, 87(3), Sch. 5 Pt. I para. 2(2), Sch. 8 Pt. III

(with ss. 56, 78); S.I. 2004/3122, art. 2
F2 S. 5(3) substituted (1.1.2005) by 2000 c. 36, ss. 67, 87(3), Sch. 5 Pt. I para. 2(3) (with ss. 56, 78); S.I.

2004/3122, art. 2
F3 S. 5(4) repealed (1.1.2005) by 2000 c. 36, ss. 67, 86, 87(3), Sch. 5 Pt. I para. 2(4), Sch. 8 Pt. III (with

ss. 56, 78); S.I. 2004/3122, art. 2
F4 Words in s. 5(5) substituted (9.12.2015) by The Transfer of Functions (Information and Public

Records) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1897), art. 1(2), Sch. para. 1(3)(f)
F5 Words in s. 5(5) repealed (1.1.2005) by 2000 c. 36, ss. 67, 86, 87(3), Sch. 5 Pt. I para. 2(4), Sch. 8 Pt.

III (with ss. 56, 78); S.I. 2004/3122, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 5(5): transfer of functions (9.12.2015) by The Transfer of Functions (Information and Public

Records) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1897), arts. 1(2), 6(1)(a), (2)(e) (with art. 7)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/67
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/86
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/87/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/5/part/I/paragraph/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/8/part/III
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/78
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/67
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/87/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/5/part/I/paragraph/2/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/78
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/67
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/86
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/87/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/5/part/I/paragraph/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/8/part/III
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/78
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Eliz2/6-7/51/section/5/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897/schedule/paragraph/1/3/f
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/67
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/86
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/87/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/5/part/I/paragraph/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/8/part/III
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/schedule/8/part/III
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/78
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3122/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897/article/6/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897/article/6/2/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1897/article/7


2 Public Records Act 1958 (c. 51)
Document Generated: 2024-06-26

Status: 
Point in time view as at 09/12/2015.

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Public Records Act 1958, Section 5.


