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Mental Health Act 1959
1959 CHAPTER 72

PART II

LOCAL AUTHORITY SERVICES

General Provisions

10 Welfare of certain hospital patients

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, where a mentally disordered patient being—
(a) a child or young person in respect of whom the rights and powers of a parent

are vested in a local authority by virtue of—
(i) section seventy-five of the Children and Young Persons Act, 1933

(which relates to children and young persons committed to the care
of fit persons under that Act);

(ii) section seventy-nine of the Children and Young Persons (Scotland)
Act, 1937 (which makes corresponding provision in Scotland); or

(iii) section three of the Children Act, 1948 (which relates to children
in respect of whom parental rights have been assumed by a local
authority under section two of that Act);

(b) a person who is subject to the guardianship of a local health authority under
the following provisions of this Act; or

(c) a person the functions of whose nearest relative under this Act are for the time
being transferred to a local health authority,

is admitted to a hospital or nursing home in England and Wales (whether for treatment
for mental disorder or for any other reason) then, without prejudice to their duties
in relation to the patient apart from the provisions of this section, the authority shall
arrange for visits to be made to him on behalf of the authority, and shall take such
other steps in relation to the patient while in the hospital or nursing home as would
be expected to be taken by his parents.

(2) Section eight of the Children Act, 1948, and subsection (6) of section five of the
Matrimonial Proceedings (Children) Act, 1958 (which provide for the removal from
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the care of local authorities of children who come under control under the enactments
relating to mental deficiency or to lunacy and mental treatment) shall cease to have
effect.


