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Mental Health Act 1959
1959 CHAPTER 72

PART IV

COMPULSORY ADMISSION TO HOSPITAL AND GUARDIANSHIP

Procedure for hospital admission

27 General provisions as to applications

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, an application for the admission of a patient
for observation or for treatment may be made either by the nearest relative of the
patient or by a mental welfare officer; and every such application shall be addressed
to the managers of the hospital to which admission is sought and shall specify the
qualification of the applicant to make the application.

(2) An application for admission for treatment shall not be made by a mental welfare
officer if the nearest relative of the patient has notified that officer, or the local health
authority by whom that officer is appointed, that he objects to the application being-
made, and, without prejudice to the foregoing provision, shall not be made by such an
officer except after consultation with the person (if any) appearing to be the nearest
relative of the patient unless it appears to that officer that in the circumstances such
consultation is not reasonably practicable or would involve unreasonable delay.

(3) No application for the admission of a patient shall be made by any person unless that
person has personally seen the patient within the period of fourteen days ending with
the date of the application.

(4) An application for the admission of a patient shall be sufficient if the recommendations
on which it is founded are given either as separate recommendations, each signed by
a medical practitioner, or as a joint recommendation signed by two such practitioners.


