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Factories Act 1961
1961 CHAPTER 34 9 and 10 Eliz 2

PART III

WELFARE (GENERAL PROVISIONS)

[F157 Supply of drinking water.

(1) There shall be provided and maintained at suitable points conveniently accessible to
all persons employed an adequate supply of wholesome drinking water from a public
main or from some other source approved in writing by the district council.

(2) A supply of drinking water which is not laid on shall be contained in suitable vessels,
and shall be renewed at least daily, and all practicable steps shall be taken to preserve
the water and vessels from contamination; and a drinking water supply (whether laid
on or not) shall, in such cases as the inspector for the district may direct, be clearly
marked “Drinking Water".

(3) Except where the water is delivered in an upward jet from which employed persons
can conveniently drink, one or more suitable cups or drinking vessels shall be provided
at each point of supply with facilities for rinsing them in drinking water.

(4) The approval required under subsection (1) of this section shall not be withheld except
on the ground that the water is not wholesome.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 57 repealed (1.1.1993 with respect to certain premises and 1.1.1996 with respect to certain further

premises) by S.I. 1992/3004, regs. 1(2)(3), 2, 3, 27(1), Sch. 2 Pt.I (with reg. 27(2)).

[F258 Washing facilities.

(1) There shall be provided and maintained for the use of employed persons adequate and
suitable facilities for washing which shall include a supply of clean running hot and
cold or warm water and, in addition, soap and clean towels or other suitable means
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of cleaning or drying; and the facilities shall be conveniently accessible and shall be
kept in a clean and orderly condition.

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F3]

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 58 repealed (1.1.1993 with respect to certain premises and 1.1.1996 with respect to certain further

premises) by S.I. 1992/3004, regs. 1(2)(3), 2, 3, 27(1), Sch. 2 Pt.I (with reg. 27(2)).
F3 Ss. 1(5), 2(4), 3(3), 4(2), 5(2), 7(2), 9, 10, 14(3)(4)(6), 17(3)–(5), 18(5)(6), 25(4), 53–55, 58(2)–(4),

59(2)(3), 62, 66, 70, 71, 72(2), 73(2), 76, 81, 83, 121(7), 122(6), 124(2)(3), 129(1), 134, 137(5), 142,
145, 149, 150, 153(3), 159, 164(3), 174(2), 177, 179, 180(5)(7)(8)(10), 181(2), 182(5)(6), Schs. 3, 4
repealed by S.I. 1974/1941, reg. 7, Sch. 1

[F459 Accommodation for clothing.

(1) There shall be provided and maintained for the use of employed persons adequate
and suitable accommodation for clothing not worn during working hours; and such
arrangements as are reasonably practicable or, when a standard is prescribed, such
arrangements as are laid down thereby shall be made for drying such clothing.

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F5]

Textual Amendments
F4 S. 59 repealed (1.1.1993 with respect to certain premises and 1.1.1996 with respect to certain further

premises) by S.I. 1992/3004, regs. 1(2)(3), 2, 3, 27(1), Sch. 2 Pt. I (with reg. 27(2)).
F5 Ss. 1(5), 2(4), 3(3), 4(2), 5(2), 7(2), 9, 10, 14(3)(4)(6), 17(3)–(5), 18(5)(6), 25(4), 53–55, 58(2)–(4),

59(2)(3), 62, 66, 70, 71, 72(2), 73(2), 76, 81, 83, 121(7), 122(6), 124(2)(3), 129(1), 134, 137(5), 142,
145, 149, 150, 153(3), 159, 164(3), 174(2), 177, 179, 180(5)(7)(8)(10), 181(2), 182(5)(6), Schs. 3, 4
repealed by S.I. 1974/1941, reg. 7, Sch. 1

[F660 Sitting facilities.

(1) Where any employed persons have in the course of their employment reasonable
opportunities for sitting without detriment to their work, there shall be provided and
maintained for their use suitable facilities for sitting sufficient to enable them to take
advantage of those opportunities.

(2) Where a substantial proportion of any work can properly be done sitting—
(a) there shall be provided and maintained for any employed person doing that

work a seat of a design, construction and dimensions suitable for him and
the work, together with a foot-rest on which he can readily and comfortably
support his feet if he cannot do so without a foot-rest, and

(b) the arrangements shall be such that the seat is adequately and properly
supported while in use for the purpose for which it is provided.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) of this section the dimensions of a seat which is
adjustable shall be taken to be its dimensions as for the time being adjusted.]
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Textual Amendments
F6 S. 60 repealed (1.1.1993 with respect to certain premises and 1.1.1996 with respect to certain further

premises) by S.I. 1992/3004, regs. 1(2)(3), 2, 3, 27(1), Sch. 2 Pt.I (with reg. 27(2)).

61 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F7

Textual Amendments
F7 S. 61 repealed (with saving) by S.I. 1981/917, reg. 7, Sch. 1

62 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F8

Textual Amendments
F8 Ss. 1(5), 2(4), 3(3), 4(2), 5(2), 7(2), 9, 10, 14(3)(4)(6), 17(3)–(5), 18(5)(6), 25(4), 53–55, 58(2)–(4),

59(2)(3), 62, 66, 70, 71, 72(2), 73(2), 76, 81, 83, 121(7), 122(6), 124(2)(3), 129(1), 134, 137(5), 142,
145, 149, 150, 153(3), 159, 164(3), 174(2), 177, 179, 180(5)(7)(8)(10), 181(2), 182(5)(6), Schs. 3, 4
repealed by S.I. 1974/1941, reg. 7, Sch. 1
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