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Government of Ireland Act 1920
1920 CHAPTER 67

ESTABLISHMENT OF PARLIAMENTS FOR SOUTHERN IRELAND
AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND A COUNCIL OF IRELAND.

1 Establishment of Parliaments of Southern and Northern Ireland

(1) On and after the appointed day there shall be established for Southern Ireland a
Parliament to be called the Parliament of Southern Ireland consisting of His Majesty,
the Senate of Southern Ireland, and the House of Commons of Southern Ireland, and
there shall be established for Northern Ireland a Parliament to be called the Parliament
of Northern Ireland consisting of His Majesty, the Senate of Northern Ireland, and the
House of Commons of Northern Ireland.

(2) For the purposes of this Act, Northern Ireland shall consist of the parliamentary
counties of Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone, and the
parliamentary boroughs of Belfast and Londonderry, and Southern Ireland shall
consist of so much of Ireland as is not comprised within the said parliamentary counties
and boroughs.

2 Constitution of Council of Ireland

(1) "With a view to the eventual establishment of a Parliament for the whole of Ireland,
and to bringing about harmonious action between the parliaments and governments
of Southern Ireland and Northern Ireland, and to the promotion of mutual intercourse
and uniformity in relation to matters affecting the whole of Ireland, and to providing
for the administration of services which the two parliaments mutually agree should
be administered uniformly throughout the whole of Ireland, or which by virtue of this
Act are to be so administered, there shall be constituted, as soon as may be after the
appointed day, a Council to be called the Council of Ireland.

(2) Subject as hereinafter provided, the Council of Ireland shall consist of a person
nominated by the Lord Lieutenant acting in accordance with instructions from His
Majesty who shall be President and forty other persons, of whom seven shall be
members of the Senate of Southern Ireland, thirteen shall be members of the House



2 Government of Ireland Act 1920 (c. 67)
Document Generated: 2023-05-22

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

of Commons of Southern Ireland, seven shall be members of the Senate of Northern
Ireland, and thirteen shall be members of the House of Commons of Northern Ireland.

The members of the Council of Ireland shall be elected in each case by the members
of that House of the Parliament of Southern Ireland or Northern Ireland of which they
are members.

The election of members of the Council of Ireland shall be the first business of the
Senates and Houses of Commons of Southern Ireland and Northern Ireland.

A member of the Council shall, on ceasing to be a member of that House of the
Parliament of Southern Ireland or Northern Ireland by which he was elected a member
of the Council, cease to be a member of the Council: Provided that, on the dissolution
of the Parliament of Southern Ireland or Northern Ireland, the persons who are
members of the Council elected by either House of that Parliament shall continue to
hold office as members of the Council until the date of the first meeting of the new
Parliament and shall then retire unless re-elected.

The President of the Council shall preside at each meeting of the Council at which he
is present and shall be entitled to vote in case of an equality of votes, but not otherwise.

The first meeting of the Council shall be held at such time and place as may be
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant.

The Council may act notwithstanding a vacancy in their number, and the quorum of
the Council shall be fifteen; subject as aforesaid, the Council may regulate their own
procedure, including the delegation of powers to committees.

(3) The constitution of the Council of Ireland may from time to time be varied by identical
Acts passed by the Parliament of Southern Ireland and the Parliament of Northern
Ireland, and the Acts may provide for all or any of the members of the Council of
Ireland being elected by parliamentary electors, and determine the constituencies by
which the several elective members are to be returned and the number of the members
to be returned by the several constituencies and the method of election.


