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Law of Property Act 1925
1925 CHAPTER 20 15 and 16 Geo 5

PART II

CONTRACTS, CONVEYANCES AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS

Conveyances and other Instruments

53 Instruments required to be in writing.

(1) Subject to the provision hereinafter contained with respect to the creation of interests
in land by parol—

(a) no interest in land can be created or disposed of except by writing signed by
the person creating or conveying the same, or by his agent thereunto lawfully
authorised in writing, or by will, or by operation of law;

(b) a declaration of trust respecting any land or any interest therein must be
manifested and proved by some writing signed by some person who is able
to declare such trust or by his will;

(c) a disposition of an equitable interest or trust subsisting at the time of the
disposition, must be in writing signed by the person disposing of the same, or
by his agent thereunto lawfully authorised in writing or by will.

(2) This section does not affect the creation or operation of resulting, implied or
constructive trusts.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 53(1)(c) excluded (12.2.1992) by S.I. 1992/225, regs. 1, 18(2)(b)

S. 53(1)(c) excluded (19.12.1995) by S.I. 1995/3272, reg. 32(5)(6)
S. 53(1)(c) excluded (26.11.2001) by S.I. 2001/3755, reg. 38(5)
S. 53(1)(c) excluded (26.12.2003) by The Financial Collateral Arrangements (No. 2) Regulations 2003
(S.I. 2003/3226), reg. 4(2)

C2 S. 53(1)(c) excluded (6.3.2009) by The Unit Trusts (Electronic Communications) Order (S.I.
2009/555), {art. 3}

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/20/section/53/1/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/225/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/225/regulation/18/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/20/section/53/1/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/3272
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/3272/regulation/32/5/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/20/section/53/1/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3755
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3755/regulation/38/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/20/section/53/1/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/3226
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/3226
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/3226/regulation/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/20/section/53/1/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/555
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/555


2 Law of Property Act 1925 (c. 20)
Part II – Contracts, Conveyances and other Instruments

Document Generated: 2024-06-18
Status: Point in time view as at 06/06/2013.

Changes to legislation: Law of Property Act 1925, Section 53 is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 18 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that

have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

C3 S. 53(1)(c) excluded (6.6.2013) by The Collective Investment in Transferable Securities (Contractual
Scheme) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/1388), regs. 1, 21(2) (with reg. 24)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/20/section/53/1/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1388
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1388
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1388/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1388/regulation/21/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1388/regulation/24


Law of Property Act 1925 (c. 20)
Document Generated: 2024-06-18

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 06/06/2013.

Changes to legislation: 
Law of Property Act 1925, Section 53 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 18 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


