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Chancel Repairs Act 1932
1932 CHAPTER 20 22 and 23 Geo 5

2 Future proceedings to enforce liability to repair chancels.

(1) Where a chancel is in need of repair, the responsible authority may serve upon any
person, who appears to them to be liable to repair the chancel, a notice in the prescribed
form (hereafter in this Act referred to as a “notice to repair”) stating in general terms
the grounds on which that person is alleged to be liable as aforesaid, and the extent of
the disrepair, and calling on him to put the chancel in proper repair.

(2) At any time after the expiration of a period of one month from the date when the notice
to repair was served, the responsible authority may, if the chancel has not been put in
proper repair, bring proceedings against the person on whom the notice was served to
recover the sum required to put the chancel in proper repair:
Provided that, on the application of the responsible authority made at any time after
the service of the notice to repair, the court may, if satisfied that the chancel is in urgent
need of repair and that no sufficient measures are being taken to put it in proper repair,
give the responsible authority leave to bring such proceedings as aforesaid before the
expiration of the said period and also leave to repair the chancel without prejudicing
their claim in those proceedings.

(3) In any proceedings brought as aforesaid, the court, if it finds that the defendant would,
but for the provisions of this Act, have been liable to be admonished to repair the
chancel by the appropriate ecclesiastical court in a cause of office promoted against
him in that court on the date when the notice to repair was served, shall give judgment
for the responsible authority for such sum as appears to the court to represent the cost
of putting the chancel in proper repair:
Provided that, if (in a case where such leave as aforesaid has not been given) it appears
to the court that the defendant is and always has been ready and willing to put the
chancel in proper repair but had not sufficient time to do so before the commencement
of the proceedings, the court may adjourn the proceedings for such time as appears to
the court to be sufficient to enable the defendant to put the chancel in proper repair,
and if the chancel is put in proper repair within that time or such longer time as the
court may allow, the court shall give judgment for the defendant.
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