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Public Health Act 1936
1936 CHAPTER 49 26 Geo 5 and 1 Edw 8

PART XII

GENERAL

Provisions as to recovery of expenses, &c.

291 Certain expenses recoverable from owners to be a charge on the premises: power
to order payment by instalments.

(1) Where a local authority have incurred expenses for the repayment of which the owner
of the premises in respect of which the expenses were incurred is liable, either under
this Act or under any enactment repealed thereby, or by agreement with the authority,
those expenses, together with interest from the date of service of a demand for the
expenses, may be recovered by the authority from the person who is the owner of the
premises at the date when the works are completed, or, if he has ceased to be the owner
of the premises before the date when a demand for the expenses is served, either from
him or from the person who is the owner at the date when the demand is served, and,
as from the date of the completion of the works, the expenses and interest accrued
due thereon shall, until recovered, be a charge on the premises and on all estates and
interests therein.

(2) A local authority may by order declare any expenses recoverable by them under this
section to be payable with interest by instalments within a period not exceeding thirty
years, until the whole amount is paid; and any such instalments and interest, or any
part thereof, may be recovered from the owner or occupier for the time being of the
premises in respect of which the expenses were incurred, and, if recovered from the
occupier, may be deducted by him from the rent of the premises:
Provided that an occupier shall not be required to pay at any one time any sum in
excess of the amount which was due from him on account of rent at, or has become
due from him on account of rent since, the date on which he received a demand from
the local authority together with a notice requiring him not to pay rent to his landlord
without deducting the sum so demanded.
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An order may be made under this subsection at any time with respect to any unpaid
balance of expenses and accrued interest so, however, that the period for repayment
shall not in any case extend beyond thirty years from the service of the first demand
for the expenses.

(3) The rate of interest chargeable under subsection (1) or subsection (2) of this section
shall be such [F1reasonable] rate as the authority may determine:
. . . F2

(4) A local authority shall, for the purpose of enforcing a charge under this section, have all
the same powers and remedies under the M1Law of Property Act 1925, and otherwise
as if they were mortgages by deed having powers of sale and lease, of accepting
surrenders of leases and of appointing a receiver.
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