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Public Health Act 1936
1936 CHAPTER 49

PART II

SANITATION AND BUILDINGS.

Provisions with respect to buildings.

58 Dangerous or dilapidated buildings and structures.

(1) If it appears to a local authority that any building or structure, or part of a building
or structure—

(a) is in such a condition or is used to carry such loads, as to be dangerous to
persons in the building or any adjoining building, or on the premises on which
the building or structure stands or any adjoining premises; or

(b) is by reason of its ruinous or dilapidated condition seriously detrimental to the
amenities of the neighbourhood,

the authority may apply to a court of summary jurisdiction, and the court may—
(i) in the first mentioned case—

(a) where danger arises from the condition of the building or structure,
make an order requiring the owner thereof to execute such work as
may be necessary to obviate the danger or, if he so elects, to demolish
the building or structure, or any dangerous part thereof, and remove
any rubbish resulting from the demolition;

(b) where danger arises from overloading of the building or structure,
make an order restricting the use thereof until a court of summary
jurisdiction, being satisfied that any necessary works have been
executed, withdraws or modifies the restriction;

(ii) in the second mentioned case, make an order requiring the owner of the
building or structure to execute such works of repair or restoration or, if he so
elects, to take such steps by demolishing the building or structure or any part
thereof and removing any rubbish resulting from the demolition, as may be
necessary for remedying the cause of complaint.
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(2) If the person on whom an order is made under subsection (1) of this section for the
execution of works, or the demolition of a building or structure or of any part of a
building or structure, and the removal of any rubbish resulting from the demolition,
fails to comply with the order within the time therein specified, the local authority
may execute the order in such manner as they think fit and may recover the expenses
reasonably incurred by them in so doing from the person in default, and without
prejudice to the right of the authority to exercise those powers, he shall be liable to
a fine not exceeding ten pounds.

(3) If a local authority are satisfied that any building or structure, or part of a building
or structure, is in such a condition, or is used to carry such loads, as to be dangerous
to persons in the building or any adjoining building, or on the premises on which
the building or structure stands or any adjoining premises, and that immediate action
should be taken for the protection of those persons or any of them, the authority may
shore up or fence off the building or structure, and may recover from the owner thereof
the expenses of any action reasonably taken by them under this subsection.


